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rose only for tlie lpurpose of calling, aten-
tioi of lion, nmemulers and the public to the
absurdity* of jul roducing- seven Bills in seven
Parliaments onl a matter which could be
dealt with by one 13;ll for the whole of' Airs-
ralia. I should also like some information

from tire leader of tire House as to the total
iiumber oft apprentics. I trust also that
somec ipjproaclh has been mnade to the uniions
to obtain their opinions on the suhjeet. They
ar1Cecertalily fully, entitled to have opinions
Onl such a subject, and it might serve to ex.-
1pedite the passage of the Bill if tire assist-
ance of (lie unions were sought. I ask the
Colonial Secretary to tell thle House whethor
run' VCommunication has passed between the
(lovernment and the trades tinions on this
matter.

H~on. 3. 3. HOLMES (North) [6.71:t
desire ito support the second reading of tha
Bill, which I look upon01 as. a most important
measure indeed. Th'le Arbitration Act limits
the number of apprentices who may be emi-
ployed, and the position now is that many of
those apprentices have gone away to the
war, and somei of them wit[ never return.
Their places cannot be filled until their in-
dentures have expired, whether they are
killed on the battlefield or not. Mr. San-
derson, in his concluding- remarks, suggested
that this was a Federal matter; but I think
it will be found that the Federal Parliament
has no power of amiendmient in the case of!
local legislation dealing wvith matters whichi
conme within the province of the State Chant-
hers. While it might be desirable that the
Federal authorities in many instances should
legislate for the whole of the States, arbitra-
tion is a State matter and this maeasure has
been introduced for the purpose of getting
over a difficulty created tinder tire State Ar-
bitration Act. I hopew members will support
thle Bill and push it through as quickly as
possible. There is a number of young men
in this State who are not qualified to enlist
and who are awaiting an opportunity for
learning a trade. This amending Bill will
provide that opportunity.

On motion by Hon. J. '.I, Drew debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m.

2tegwlative Euoqeiiwvp
Thursday, fT March, 1917.
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'rito 11ouse tact at 4.30 p.m.

Ii£1ONATION OF THE SPEAKER.
Tire Clerk (NMr. A. R. Grant) : It is my

duty to announce to liron, members that I
have received the following letter from His
Honoutr the Speaker-

Perth, 1st March, 1917.

11lcar Mr. Grant ,-The vote of the As-
Setulbly last night expressing dissatisfac-
lion with an action of mine as Speaker,
c~ouleld with the incidents of the night
hefore, satisfies me that I eanhiot usefully
continue to hold the position of Speaker
under exi-sting cireamstanees. Although
the vote referred to could easily be re-
versed in a fuLll Rouse, I feel t hat a purely
party vote would in such circumstances be
inconsistent with the best traditions of
the ('hair, as making thle office of Speaker
too much a party onle. I have therefore
decided] to resign my position as Speaker.
1 wish to tender to you and to the other
officials of the Rouse my appreciation of
youir and their courtesy during my brief
hut not uneventful tenure of office. Yours
truly E. B. Johnston.

2018



[I MARCH, 1917.] 2019

ELECTION OF SPEAKERt.
The PliEAHER (Hon. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [4.32]. addressing the Clerk, said:
In vie'v of the resignation of -%r. Speaker
just read by you, we must now put someone
else in the position. I therefore move--

That Mr. James Gardiner do take the
Chair of this House as Speaker.

ion. J. SCADDAXN (BrownhilL-lvau-
lice) [ 4.33) : 1 have much J)Ieasure in second-
in.g the motion of the Premier.

Mr. GARDJINER (Irwin) [4.34]: 1 can-
not help feeling conscious that in offering
The the position of Speaker you are offering
me a p~osition high above my deserts. I wvish
to say thit twelve months ago I made up)
my, mind that. whatever there was in me,
,either of energy or ability, should be de-
voted to the winning of the wvar, and to
cxery inet lcd of hel ping those who are help-
ing to win the wvar. Further, I have taken
a strong interest in the desire at the present
juncture to see this State governed by a
national Parliament. Before I submit my-
self to the will of the House, I should like
lion, members by their vote practically to
tell me that there is nothing derogatory to
the high and honourable position of Speaker
in my continuing the activities to which I
have referred.

ileinbers: Hear, hear!

Mr. GARDINER: Highly as I value the
honour that the House is trying to do me,
I consider there is no greater hionour at the
present juncture than to try to win thd war,
and I shall endeavour to further that ob-
ject, for the benefit of the nation and for
the benefit of this State, by anything I can
possibly do. The House knows my physical
disability. I am deaf, and the House knows
it. If, in these circumstance, the House in
its wisdom and kindness and courtesy Is
willing to assure me of its unanimous assist-
ance, I with every humility submit myself
to the will of the House.

The SPEAKER-ELECT having been
conducted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder of the motion,

Cong ratulat ions.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [4.35] said: Mr. Speaker, I wish to
,congratulate you upon having received the

unanimosus supp)ort of the members of this
House, placing you in the high and digni-
fied position which you now occupy. I trust
,your tenure of office wilt be easier than that
of your p~redecessor.

AMr. 'Taylor: That is a sure thing.
The ]'IAMER: 1 hope that your nil-

ing: when you are called upon to give them,
will always receive the support of the major-
it v of the members of this Chamber. I
can promise from this side of the House at
any rate, and 1 think on behalf of all mem-
bet1s, that our one desire will be [o promote
the welfare of the State under your chair-
tuanship, to support you in the high Office
ofithe membaer nw accepting at the hands

of he embrsof this Chamber, and to
Vn leA ~uur to work in the interests of the
whole country, and to conduct the business
of the country as expeditiously as possible.
I congratulate you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brownhill-Tvanhome)
[4.371 :MAay I be permitted to endorse the
remarks made by the leader of tile House,
and to give you, Mr. Speak~er, an asswurace
on behalf of members sitting on your left
that you may look to them for all the sup-
port which is essential to the proper conduct
of the business of this House. You made re-
ference, Sir, to your disability. From an
Opposition point of view, however, I think
that disability is rather an advantage. I
think it is occasionally of benefit to the con-
duct of the business of the House that every-
thing should not be heard which may be said
across the floor. May I also remark that if
your elevation to the Chair will mean the
more peaceful conduct of business, then, in
the old saying, sometimes good comes out of
evil. I congratulate you, Sir.

)Jr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [4.3S] : May
I be permitted, Sir, to add my congratula-
tious to those of the Premier and of the
leader of the Opposition on your elevation
to the office of Speaker. I feel sure the
House wvill at all times unanimously support
your rulings. Your well-known impartiality
especially fits you, in my opinion, for the
high and dignified office to which members
have elected you; and I am sure you wvill
occupy the position with satisfaction to
yourself and to this Chamber.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narro-
gin) [4.39] : 1 would like the privilege of
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adding my sincere congratulations, Sir, oil
your election to the office of Speaker. I
trust, too, that your occupancy of the Chair
wvill be far longer, more peaceful, and more
pleasant than your predecessor's occupancy
of it. Mlay T say that I have heard the
duties of Speaker were monotonous. It was
said that listening to the speeches of lion.
memtbers became wearisome. 1, however, ex-
perienced no monotony while in the Chair.
Permit me to express the hope that you, Sir,
will get less excitement than fell to my lot.
I congratulate the House and the country on
your election, because I feel, from the
.speeches which have been made this after-
noon, t hat your elevation to the Chair is a
happy augury tha~t public husiness will re-
ceive proper attention in this Chamiber.

.r. rrwoy (Mt. Magnet) [4.40]: Last
but not least, .1 desire to offer you, Mr.
Speaker, my hearty congratulations also;
and th~ey are none the less genuine because
they are spoken last. Ma 'y I say tliat
I am particularly pleased by your elevation
to the high and honourable position of
Speaker? Your association with members
during thie last five or six years is sufficient
to secure you a unanimous vote, So far as
I am concerned, you may depend that I shall
be only too glad to render the Chair every
assistance I can possibly give.

Mr. SPEAKER [4.41]: Hon. members,
with the knowledge of one's own shortcom-
ings, a man's heart sometimes gets the bet-
ter of his thoughts. Prom all sides of this
honourable House I have received congratu-
lations and desires have been expressed to
assist me. I will try to live up to what you
expect the occupant of this Chair to live
uip to. If at times I appear to be some-
what super-sensitive of the privileges and
dignity of this House, please remember that
it is not in conformity with my own ideas
but because you have given to me a trust
which every member of this House expects
me to keep untarnished. You have given
me a trust that I myself will try to observe
in a manner wvorthy of the best traditions of
this House. From the leader of the Govern-
ment, the leader of the Opposition, and the
leader of the Country party I am sure I will
get that assistance which the office deserves,
because, after nll, it is as much their duty

to make the tone of the House and keep) the
tone of the House as it is tile duty of the
Speaker. If just at the outset I may make
one request to the large-heartedness of this
H-ouse, it is that even in the heat of the de-
bate lion. members may refrain from using
those expressions which leave behind a per-
sonal feeling and a personal hurt, if lion.
members w'ill do that, then my position in
this Chamber will, I am sure, be at very light
one. I will try to live up) to the desire of
this House, and I hope I shiall be able to do
SO.

The PREMIER [4.43]: I have now to
inform you, Mr. Speaker, and lion. members
that His Excellency the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor is prepared to receive you, Sir, and
lion. members who may accompany you.

Sitting suspended fromn 4.44 to 5.15 p.m.

PRESEtNTATION OF SPEAKER-
ELECT.

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 have to announce
that T have waited on His Excellency the
Lieutenant Governor and informed him of
my election, and thne reply His Excellency
was good enough to give is as follows:-

It is with much pleasure fliat I learn
that you have been elected by the Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly to the
high and hionourable office of Speaker of
t hat House. 1(have every confidence that
you will fill tile office in a worthy and
dignified manner.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Lands: Audit of ac-

counts of the State Meat Supply.
By the Minister for Works: Bly-laws for

regulation of motor traffic (a) Victoria
Park; (b) Subiaco; (o) Westonia roads
board.

QUESTTON-ENEMY SUBJECTS IN
GOVERNMENT EMIPLOY.

Mir. HEtITMANN: I desire to ask the
Premier hiss any farther action been taken
by the Government in reference to the em-
ployment of enemy born subjects in this
House?
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The PREMIER: I have not heard from
Mr. Speaker in connection with the matter.

Mir. HEiTIMANN: Is it not possible for
the Premvier to take some action, seeing it is
the Government policy, and not the policy
of the Joint Printing- Commnittee",

QUESTION.\-ESPERANCE WHEAT.
Hon. T. WALK-ER : I1 desire to draw

thie attention of the 'Minister for Industries
to a paragraph appearing- in the Kalgoorlie
M1iner with a view to asking a question with
regard to the sale of wheat. The paragraph
says-

'Regarding thie sale of malic wheat,
Messrs. J. Stevenson and Stearne. of Kal-
goorlie, approached the State Wheat
Board regarding Esperance wheat, and
received a reply that they are not buying
it. The farmers are, therefore, thrown on
their own resources. Some are now sell-
ing to M1r. Harvey, of Boulder, and he is

egged carting to Norseman by motor
wagon. The member fur the district has
asked the Government to hell) the farmers
to dispose of their wheat. This year's
yield is a very good sample of mnilling
wheat and too good to he made use of for
feeding stock.

I desire to ask the Minister if his attention
has been drawn to the paragraph and if the
statements in it are true, and if the Govern-
ment and hie, as Minister, have taken any
steps to meet the requirements of the farm-
ers there in regard to the sale of their wheat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I must
ask the bon. member to give notice of Ithe
question. I have not the papers with me.

Hon. T. WALKER: I give notice for
the next sitting of the House.

QUESTION-HANSAR)) TYPISTS.
Mr. UND)ERWOOD) asked the Chairman

of the Joint Printing Committee: 1, Is it a
fact that it has been decided to increase the
payment of four Hansazrd typists from £120
to £150 per annum? 2, floes he think that
such increase is warranted at the present
juncture?

Mr. ALLEN: At present there is no
Chairman of the Joint Printing Committee,

hut thme reply to the questions is as follows:
1, The matter has not been broughlt before
the Committee. 2, Answered by No. 1.

Q UESTION-PRIARY PRODUCER
AND MR. WILLMOTT.

lion. J1. SCADDAN asked the Premier:
1, Whether his attention has been called to
an article in the Primary Producer of Fri-
dayv, 23rd February last, entitled "The Wiest
will not report Willrnott"? 2, WVill lie inake
representations to the editor of the West
A'ustrali in order to insure to the hion.
member for Nelson his fair share of news-
paper publicity?

'[he PREMNIER replied: 1, No, with the
excelption of the leader of the Opposition re-
mnarking- to mne that such an artiete had ap-
pea red. 2, No.

QUESTION - GOVERNM-\ENT TAXA-
TION PROPOSALS.

Hon. J. SCADDAN asked the Premier:
1, Whether his attention has been drawn to
a paragraph in the Primary Producer of
2:3rd February, under the heading "Notes
and comments, as follows:-

"Before Air. Frank Wilson, Premier
and C.M.G.-and, by the wvay, Treasurer,
left for the Eastern States somue two
moons ago he selected a quartette of well-
known politicians, filled to the brim with
enthusiasm, righteousness, and business
acument-in fact they could almost be
termed a national quartette, to scheme out
a set of taxation proposals against the
day of his return. Visions of these taxa-
tion jugglers were constantly before our
eyes wrestting with thousands and thous-
sods of figures, scheming how to make
10s. a pound. Our deepest sympathy went
out to these good men and true because
we had so often tried to do the same thing
ourselves. We waited in patience for the
result of their labours. wondering whether
they would bring forth a mountain or a
mouse, but up to date the Treasurer has
failed to publish their report. Has Mr.
Wilson thrown their concentrated finaincial
wisdom into the waste-paper basket, or is
he afraid to carry out their proposals, or
did they make any proposals worth while?
These questions should be answered by the
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Premier or the committee of financial ex-
perts specially selected for the job. One
noticeable feature is that all the taxation
p~roposals were dropped for this session,
hut the one that hits the farmer and the
country people hardest-increased rail-
way freights. Vie wonder how long the
CFP. members intend to stand this injus-
tice and daylight explloitation"?l

2, Will he enlighten this House and the
p)aper referred to in connection with this
inatter?

The PREAVER replied: 1, No. 2,' No
report has been submitted by the gentlemen
referred to. Valuable suggestions, however,
iave been made and are receiving the most
earnest consideration.

QUESTION-MTINING SUPPLIES,
EASTERN GOLJDFIELDS.

AMr. GREEN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is he awvare that the present retail
price, compared with the pre-war price of
certain mining supplies in the Eastern Gold-
fields district is as follows:-Zinc, per. cent.,
present price £C9, pre-war price £2 10s.;
cyanide sodium, per case, present price £14
Its., pre-war price £10; fracteur, per case,
present price £3, pre-war price £2 3s. 9d.?
2, Is lie awvare that many mining plants on
the fields were working at a very close mar-
gin of profit before the wvar, and the present
rise of prices is falling very hardly on a
large portion of the mining industryl 3, If
(lie facts are as stated, -will he introduce a
short Bill to regulate the price of mining
supplies, and so assist the mining industry 9
4, If he is not in favour of this course, is
lie prepared to assist the mining industry
by introducing cheaper railway freights on
zinc, cyanide, and explosives, on similar
lines to the cheap freights at present in
vogue with regard to super. and wheat for
the assistance of the agricultural industryW

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. 2, Yes. 3, No. 4, 1 will have in-
quiries made.

QUESTION-WHEAT MARKETING
SCHEME.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (for Hon. W. D.
Johnson) asked the Minister for Industries:

1, H-as the agency agreement under the
wheat marketing scheme been finalised; if
so, w~hat are the handling charges agreed
upon, and will the whole agreements he pub-
lislied! 2, If not, when will the farmers
know what this year's handling is costing
theml

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, No. The delay is due to the fact
that negotiations are in progress in Vic-
toria between the acquiring agents and the
WTheat Marketing Committee of that State
or it reduction of the charges agreed upon

before the sale to the Imperial Government
of 3,000,000 tons was completed. A similar
reduction in the charge is to be made in
our case. 2, As soon as possible.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

The PREMLIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) (5.14) : 1 move-

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far
as to enable Bills to be passed through. all
s;tages in one day, and Messages from the
Legislative Council to be taken into con-
sideration on the day on which they are
received.
Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brownhill-Ivnhoe)

[5.20]: 1 do not propose to offer any seri-
ous objection to the motion as I recognise
the Government should decide, or largely
decide, how to proceed with the business be-
fore the House; but I want to draw the
attention of the Premier to the fact that
there is quite a number of private members'
notices, and I uinderstand before the Christ-
mas adjournment that the Premier wvould
give an opportunity to members to discuss
them. One notice of motion is very urgent
and the House should have an opportunity
to discuss it at an early date. There is no-
tice of motion No. 1.2 in the name of Air.
Collier.

Nr. Holman: No. 6 as well.
Hon. J. SCADDAN: There is a good

number of them; but on this one an under-
standing was arrived at. The Premier
should at this stage say whether he is pre-
pared to set aside a private members' day
for the discussion of these motions. We
have not had a private members' day since
Christmas.
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Mr. Hudson : Could not the Premnier out-
line the business lie intends to proceed with?

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) 15.21): In
addition to the motions in the names of pri-
vate members, some of which arc really im-
jporlnnt. it would be well if the Premier
wouIld indicate to the House the Orders or
the Day hie proposes goin. on with.

The Premier: I (lid it a short time hack.
H~on. P. COLLIER: It would have been

better had the Premier postponed this mo-
tion until the H1ouse had dealt with [lie dis-
posal of the question of the Orders of the
Day. If the House decides that some of the
Orders should not he postponed, it is highly
unfair that we should discuss them with
the Standing Orders suspended. It is only
a fortnight ago since the Premier indicated]
that c-ertain Orders were to be discharged
lut they still occupy a position on the No-
tice Paper.

The Premier: We will come to them
directly.

Hon. P. COLLIER:_ Perhaps, in reply,
the Premnier would indicate the business he
proposes to disceharge from the Notice
Paper and] then we could judge whiether the
Standingl Orders should be postponed ait
tis juncture.

Hon. AV. C. ANOGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) 1.5.22]: The Premier, in replying,
shouild not only give the "House the infor-
mation as to what Orders of the Day lie
intends to discharge fra~m the Notice Paper,
but what new business hie intends to place
on the INotice Paper. Three new Bills are
down for this afternoon and there are some
measures to come from another Chamber.

lBon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : They are very small though.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I think it is
necessary to know what is going to be done.
It is all very well to say that we should
postpone the Standing Orders and to bring
measures before us. No one knows what
aniendments are niade and therefore we do
not know whether to agree. or disagree with
them. As they are not placed on the Notice
Paper. Do the Government intend to hring
additional legislation down?

Mr. FOLEY (Mft. Leonora) (6.23]: Be-
fore the Christmas adjournment the Pre-
mier gave us to understand that motion

No. 0, dealing with railway freights, should
he dealt with and I think the Honse under-
stands that the Premier will not break his
word in that direction.

Mlr. UNDERWVOOD (Pilbara) [5.24]: 1
think the Premier might ask the Attorney
General or the Minister for Lands to reply
to ti, questions which have been put to him,
because if the Premnier gives us the informa-
tion lie will lie replying to the motion and
that will close the debate. Therefore, I ask
die Premier to -allow one of his -Ministers
to replly to the questions asked.

Tlhle Premier: Whnt quiestions?
1.r. UNDERWOOD: The Speaker says.

lie is deaf, but I do not think the Premier
can coie at that too. The position is quite
clear. Once the Premier rises to reply, the
discussion is closed. Before closing the
discussion, we would like to know what he
is going to do.

The Premier: I will tell you if yOu sit
down.

Mir. UNDEIWOOD: Yes; and then we
aire finished. We wanit to know before the
Premier finishes. The lion. gentleman might
allow another Minister just to indicate
shortly the Government's reply to the ques-
tions which hare been asked. The leader of
the Opposition has put a question about
the Land and income Tax Assessment Act
Amendment Bill; the member for Leonora
about his motion; the member for Boulder
as to what Bills are to be dropped. Again,
the member for Fremantle wishes to he in-
formed whether any new Bills are coming
dowa. We should have all this information
before the discussion is closed.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremnantle)[53]
I would like to ask tie Premnier whether,
in his repl. he will indicate to the House
if it is the Government's intention to give
lion. members an opportunity Of discussing-
thec Governmnent's proposals regarding land
settlement of returned soldiers. I have
pointed out more than once that, in my
opinion, the House should have an oppor-
tunity of discussing that very important
matter. It has been discussed in other Par-
liaints, where special Bills have been in-
troduced and members have been enabled
to debate Government proposals. Uip to
the present we here have merely been in-

2023
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formed by the Minister for Industries that
the Government intend to deal with the
subject not by Bill but by regulation. I
believe I voice the opinion of members
generally when I say that the subject is
too important to be left to thle Government
to deal wvith by regulation under the exist-
ing laud legislation, without its receiving
the special consideration of Parliament.

The Premier: There is a Bill on the
Notice Paper for tile purpose.

Mr. CARPENTER.: I want to know
whether we shiall have an opportunity of
discussing that Bill. I ask the Premier to
indicate, his intentions.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murebison) (5.30]-
Several measures will remnain on the Notice
Paper to be dealt with, and, in all prob-
ability, if we rush the business through,
amending legislation will be needed at a
very early period. If the session is to be
closed speedily, legislation of a controver-
sial nature should not be dealt with at all.
Such legislation had far better stand over.
As regards the Fire Brigades Bill, for in-
stance, although undoubtedly legislation is
required in this connection, the measure is
in need of rectification in several respects.
It involves the alteration of the adminis-
trative system of fire brigades throughout
the State. If the Bill goes through in its
present form; without certain important
amendments, a great deal of trouble will
result. There are several other measures
similarly circumstanced. The Premier
would be ivell advised if he considered the
necessity of getting into recess at the
earliest possible moment, and then doing
everythking possible to put the affairs of
the State in proper working order.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: I hope the Premier
brings on a general election.

Mir. HOLMAN: Mly own opinion is that
we should go to the country at once. It
would be wrise to go to the country and
,come back as soon as possible with a man-
date to make ample provision for the thous-
ands of soldiers who, we hope, will be re-
turning in the near future to this State,
and who will require to be looked after.
The passing of an important motion such
as this means that the whole of the Stand-

ing Orders will be suspended, and that
business will. be rushed through without
our knowing what we are doing. In those
conditions netubers have not printed infor-
mnation, before themn to enable them to know
what is being done; and it has happened
that mieinhers have afterwards said that
the y did not realise the effect of legislation
passed in such circumstances. The Pre-
miier, in submitting this motion, should
have outlined his intentions. The hion.
gentleman, however, merely moved that all
the Standing Orders be suspended. Any
member wvho has been in this House a. few
ryears knows what that mneans. In the
closin days of the session, sometimes as
miaiiy as six, eight, and even ten Bills are
dealt with during one sitting, without any
printed information being available to lion.
memrbers. Such proceedings are absolutely
unfair to Parlia-ment and to the country;'-
and time sooner we do away with that hap-
hazard method of legislation, the better.
The Attorney General is to-day to intro-
duce some measures of far-reaching effect,
which should receive full consideration.
Even after the items wiceh the Premier
proposes to discharge from the Notice
Paper are wiped off, some very important
matters will remanin to be dealt with; and,
moreover, important measures will be re-
ceived from another place. I am sorry
that the Premier did not, on this occasion,
adopt trhe usual course of outlining the Gov-
ernaent's Ententiens. The member -for
Leonora was promised an opportunity for
full discussion of a motion hie has on the
Notice Paper. If the only motive of the
Premier's motion is to get into recess and
let the Government stop where they afe.
I do not think we wvould be doing justice
to the country in carrying the motion. If,
on. the other hand, the Premier's intention
is to go to the country at the earliest pos-
sible mioinent, I would say, "Shut imp at
once, and let the people elect a House more
in accordance with their opinions than they
have at present."

The PRElIIER, (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex-in reply) (5M8] : In moving this
motion I followed the ordinary course taken
by every Government towards the end of
the- session.
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Hon. J. Scaddan: Not with a Notice
Paper like this.

The PREMIER: The carrying of the
motion will not interfere with my promise
that p)rivate members will he afforded op-
portunities for the discufssion of certain mo-
tions. I am readly to give them every faci-
lity in that respect. Indeed, the carrying
of this motion would help in that direction
by allowing more time for the discussion of
the motions of those priv'ate members. The
object of my motion is simply to facilitate
the transaction of E lie business of the ses-
sion between the two Houses. If the leader
of the Opposition wvill confer with me at
any time, I shall be glad to consider with
him what motions he wants put forward;
and I shall certainly allow opporunities for
their discussion.

Air. Holia: The carrying of the motion
means passing Bills through all stages at
one sitting, which is a very important
matter.

The PREMIER: If there is any objection
to a Bill passing in one day, further time
will he allowed. Any new legislation, such
as the Hills of which notice will be given
this afternoon, is absolutely non-controver-
sial, comprising Bills which in most in-
stances, I think, the leader of the Opposi-
tion has been consulted about, as to wh~ether
they should be put through or not.

Mr. Foley: floes not the Premier see that
even a consultation between the Premier and
the leader of the Opposition may not be
what the House desires? Those hon. gen-
tlemen may not think a motion sufficiently
important to be discussed, while the indi-
viduality of a private member is ignored by
them altogether.

The PREMIER: Not at all. Besides,
the leaders of parties are supposed to have
some idea of what individual members re-
q1uire. At any rate, leaders can consult
their followers, and if a member wants more
latitude, or more time, he will be granted
it. I am not going to close up Parliament
at a moment's notice, I can assure hon.
members. Further, I assure them that any
business to be done will not be business re-
quiring lengthy discussion. We may differ
with regard to it on one or two points, per-

haps. The member for Murchison has re-
ferred to the Fire Brigades Bill. If it is of
as miuch importance, as a number of mem-
bers say,, that tile measure should be laid
aside, it will be laid aside.

Nrr. Holman: To lay 'it aside will be bet-
ter than to rush it through.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
have ample time.

Mr. Holnman: Several important amend-
mnents are required.

The PREMIER: I do not know that the
House wishes me to outline again tile mea-
sures which the Government propose to
drop. I did that some three weeks ago.
Items 2 to 9, inclusive, on to-day's Notice
Paper I propose to discharge. The Land
and Inconle Tax Bill I propose to drop,
and then ask leave to substitute another Hill,
the ordinary taxation measure.

Alr. Willmott: With a proviso altering
tile dlate, I hope?

The PREMIER: That comes under the
assessment measure. The Dividend Duties
Act Amendment Bill will be discharged, and
the duties will go on at the ordinary rate.
Dividend duties are not like income tax, re-
quiring to he reimposed each year. That
leaves very little on the Notice Paper-cer-
tainly not much that can be called contro-
versial.

Mr. Foley: What about the Workers'
Homes Act Amendment Bill? That raises
the question of freehold or leasehold.

The PREMIER: That is not contro-
versial.

M r. Foley: It is highly controversial.
Hon. 3 . Scaddan: It is in the last degree

controversial.
The PREMIER: Hon. members can show

that when they are afforded the opportunity.
I cannot go into the merits of every Bill at
this juncture.

Hon. J. Scaddan: I will promise the Pre-
mier a fortnight on the Workers' Homes
Act Amendment Bill.

The PREMIER: The only other measures
are small, unimportant Bills from the Legis-
lative Council. There is one amending the
Health Act, which is very short; there is
another dealing with ports and harbours;
and then there is one providing for the
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early closing of barbers' shops. I do not
think there is anything iii those measures
which need occupIy the Chamber for any-
thing like three weeks or a fortnight, or
even three days. Next, as regards the
settlement of soldiers on the land, which
matter has been referred to by the member
for Fremantle. A Land Act Amendment
Bill will be introduced, to-night possibly,
otherwise on Tuesday, by my colleague;- and
that Bill makes certain provisions which will
afford ample opportunity for debating the
whole question of settling returned soldiers
on the laud.

Mr. Carpenter: That is all we want.

The PREMIER: It will be seen, there-
fore, that really there is no danger in pass-
ing a motion of this nature, which is de-
signed to expedite the business of the House.

Mr. Underwood: What about railway
freights?

The PREMIIER: I give this promijse
that if the leader of the Opposition, or an-
other member, wishes to delay any measure
the Government may introduce, further time
will be allowed. We do not wish to rush
anything through. My desire is to consult
the convenience of hon. members, hut I also
wish to wind up the session as soon as we
Conveniently can. We have any amount of
work awaiting us in our offces.

Hon. J. Scaddan: The Workers' Home
Bill merely represents a party movemnent.

The PREMIER: The lion, member will
have an opportunity of discussing" it. The
other measures before the Council are those
which we have already passed. I know of
no other Bill of sufficient urgency to war-
rant our introducing it now, at so late a
stage . I hope the House will agree to the
mnotionl.

Question put, and passed.

BILTLS (4)-FIRST READING.

1. Public Service Act Amendment.
2. Horseracing and Trotting Restriction.
3. Roads Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Attorney General.
4. Bunbury Town Lot 31R.

Introduced by Mr. Thomas.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

DJILL-STATE TRADING CONCERNS
(No. 2.)

Th ird Reading-Amendment, Six Month.
Thu MiNISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

W.1 J. George-Milurray-Wellington) [5.55]:-
I mnove-

That the Bill be -now read a third time.
H1on. 1W C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-

mantle) [5.56].: Even at this late stage I1
still hope the Minister will withdraw the
Bill. It could have been made a good Bill,
hut iii its present form it is unworkable and
contains nothing that will be of advantage
to the trading concerns. The sole object of
the Bill is to prevent any Government engag-
ing in trading concerns. What would have
been the financial position of the Govern-
nient to-day were it not for our trading con-
cerns? A little whlile ago we used to be
told that the trading concerns were respon-
sible for the deficit, hut we find now from
authoritative statistics that 'within. the last
nionth the business undertaikings and trading
concerns have shown a surplus of revenue
over exlpenditure amounting to X107,063. I
admnit that a fair proportion of this is in res-
p ect of rail'rnys and wvater supplies, hut
even taking out these two iteums we find that
for February the remainder of the business
undertakings and trading concerns showed a
surl-)us of revenue over expenditure of
£44,049. In other words , if we had not these
trading concerns other than railways
and water supplies our deficit to-dlay
would have been £44,.000 greater than it is
for the mjonth. of Februazry. Yet the
sole intention of the Bill is to res-
trict the establishment of any further trad-
ing- concerns. If Ministers are honest in
their expressed desire to drop party tactics
in this time of national crisis, the Bill ought
to lie withdrawn. During the eight months
of time present financial year the trading con-
cerns and business undertakings, apart from
railways and water supplies, have shown a
surplus of revenue over expenditure of
£136,342. Clearly, then, had we not had
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these trading concerns the deficit to-day
would have been £136,000 more than it is.

The Minister for W~\orks: You are includ-
ing the "Kangaroo"? in that.

Hon. W. C, ANOWLN; I will deal with
that presently. The very Lindertakings to
which hon. members opposite have offered
so much opposition are now materially help-
ing the Government in their finances. Take
the trading concerns that have been discussed
and condemned by members on the Minis-
terial side of the House; in fact the princi-
pal concerns that have received most of their
severe condemnation and misrepresentation,
siich as meat stalls , brick-works, ferries, fish
supply, hotels, imlplement works, dairy, quar-
ries, shipping and sawmill1s. This month
those enterprises have shown a surplus
of revenue over expenditure of £E33,448,
which means that had we not had those
enterprises the deficit on the month's opera-
tions, instead of being £75,000, would have
been £103,000. The expenditure on the im-
plement works last month was £E5,414, while
the revenue was £24,578. Tbhis institution is
paying the money which the MXinister is re-
funding under another Bill. At the start, of
course, the trading concerns were all expen-
diture, buit now the tide has turned.

Mr. Harrisoa: Is the position not ac-
counted for by the new methods of the In-
dustries Assistance Board, who are now
making cash payments?9

Hon. W. C. A NOWVIN: No, because tho
payments have not to be met to the same
amount. The cash payments for the wheat
are no credit to the Government, because the
British Government provide the money. Pre-
viously our Treasurer had to provide it and
save the farmers the 4 per cent, they pay
to-day. The farmer is p~aying even more to-
day than hie wvas before. Therefore, I am
pointing this out and I think I am justified
in doing so because I and my colleagues
have been attacked repeatedly and severely.
There has been a great deal of misrepresen-
tation in regard to the trading concerns; mis-
representation and nothing but misrepre-
sentation since the trading concerns were
brought into existence. It has gone on day
after day, week after week, and year after
year until some people have begun to be-
lieve this criticism. There is no doubt that
if I went out to-morrow and told my friends

on the Chamber of Commerce that there
would have been a deficit this month of
£103,000 but for the trading concerns they
would not believe mne; but, as a matter of
fact, there has been a saving of £33,000 on
the concerns which I have already men-
tioned. Take the shipping concern. On the
scrap-iron things which have been talked
about, and which have only been in existence
for a few years, the expenditure for Febru-
ary was £25,528 and the revenue £41,802, and
so members can go right through the trail-
ing7 concerns which to-day are showing their
worth to the State and protecting the Gov-
eranient by assisting them in their finances.
I want also to say that the trainlg concerns
are beneficial to the Government in other
ways ats well as assisting directly in the
finances. Take the hrickworks, Immedi-
ately the Government camne into office. they
raised the price of bricks 5s. per 1,000, and
there was no necessity to do that.

The M.Ninister for Works: Yes, there was.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: We were manu-

facturing bricks and in the last month that
we were in office 64fi,000 bricks were manit-
fact trai at £l11li. 10%/d. per 1,000; that
included interest, sinking fund, depreciation,
and every charge imaginable. The actual
cost of making the bricks was about £1 2s.
6id. per 1,000-I might be a penny or
two out, I am not sure. But when
we put on the other charges it
amounts to £l11li. 10 3/d. The Minister
may say that has not been the average dur-
ing the time the works have been in pro-
gress; that is true. I admit that they have
averaged wore. But why? In connection
with. a large number of business undertak-
ings. the war has affected them considerably.
Many men had been trained into the work
and after a while they enlisted and went
awayv, and we then had to train other men.
When a manufacturing concern gets men
settled and properly going the profit is con-
siderablef and I think it can be proved con-
clusively that bricks can be made at a profit
and sold at £E2 per 1,000. Prior to this the
Government wvere paying- £2 10s. per 1,000.
They manufactured them at £ 11li. 10d.,
and as good a brick and larger in size. To-
day the Government are paying £2 s. per
1,000 for bricks.
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The Minister for Works: Who is paying
£2 5s0

Hon. W. C. ANGW IN: That is the price
the Government have been paying for bricks.
The position is that the price to private
people who desire to build would have to he
at a higher rate. Then let us take into con-
sideration other matters. Perhaps the hon.
member would tell me what is the price of
thie work at the Mluidaring Weir which is
being carried on at the present time. I
think it is several hundred pounds less than
the contract price. The work has satisfied
the Government and the job has been turned
out satisfactorily. There is no doubt the
meat stalls have saved the people in the
metropolitan area a considerable amount of
money, thousands of pounds, and they have
not cost the State one penny.

The MAinister for Works: Yes they have.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Because they have

made a profit ever since they have been in
existence, and they have paid everything-
management, interest, and sinking fund, and
they have not cost the State one penny, be-
sides they have saved the public a consider-
able amnount of money. There is ih small
institution T always like to refer to, the
,dairy at Claremont. Members who visited
the Children's hospital at the time the mem-
her for Boulder and myself went there must
know the worth of this institution. The
good cannot be measured in pounds, shil-
lings and pence, and even taking the matter
from a financial standpoint it has not cost
the State anything. Where could there he
a greater monument than the testimony of
the mnedical men at the Children's hospital.
They said that this supply of pure milk had
been the means of savingy the lives of bun-
dreds of childretf; yetwiith such a Bill as the
one under consideration the Government
could not take the action which they did to
prevent the loss of life amongst children.

Mr. Heitmaun: Why did they not treat
the milk which they said caused so many
deaths-treat it for bacteria?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I may say in
reply to the honi. member that they tried
everyth ing possihle. We were accused of
persecution, not prosecution, because we
were bringing the dairymen to the courts.
The doctors at the Children's hospital eon-
demned all the milk sold. When the member

for Boulder and myself visited the institu-
tion tinned milk was being used there, but
210w they have a good and pure milk supply.
I am pointing this out to show how far-
reaching- a Bill of this kind can be. If we
pass the third reading such things as have
occurred for the Children's hospital cannot
take place and the children will die before
anything can be done.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense,
Mr. Mun sic: It is an actual fact.
IHon. J. 03caddan: It is in the Bill.
Hon. "W. C. ANGWIN: The Bill saysi-

No trading concerns other than those
to which this Act applies or shall apply
unless ex pressly authorised by Parliament
he hereafter established or carried on by
the Government Of the State or by any
person acting on behalf of such Govern-
ment or under its authority.

Is tbat not plain enough?
Hon. J. Seadd an: Read the definition of

trading concerns.
11on. 'W. C. ANOGWIN:. Under similar

circumstances if a Bill of this character had
been in existance at the time we were called
on by the then President of the Children's
hospital, 'Mr. Lovekin, who I suppose is also
supporting the Bill but does not, realise it,
then we could have done nothing. The
president begged of us to assist in every
manner to give the Children's hospital a pure
milk supply. On this visit we wlere accom-
pannied by the vice-president, Mfr. Batty,
and one or two other gentlemen. Yet mem-
bers by passing a Bill of this kind say that
in futture nothing shall be done. I would
like to ask the Minister for Works to recon-
sider his decision. If the Bill would he of
any benefit to him in carrying on the trad-
ing concerns and assisting him in any way, I
wouild nut take up the attitude which I am
doing. Very rarely are miatters. discussed
on the third reading but we iist do this
because I know the Government will gain
nothingV b y this Bill. There is nothing in the
Bill that will im prove the p~osition of any of
[he works or that will assist Ihe Government
financially, but there is suifficient in the Bill
to do an injury to these institutions.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
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Hon. WI. C. ANOWIN: No matter how
necessary it was, in the interests of the
health of the public, and of our children and
our Children's Hospital, this would prohibit
any Government taking the stand which the
previous Government did when called on by
the proprietors of the Daily News and the
lpresident of the Children's Hospital Conm-
mittee to get them out of a difficulty and
stop the large mortality which was taking
place at that institution at that time. It
was stated that the dairy was not men-
tioned in this Bill, but if we read the
Bill closely we can come to no other con-
conclusion than that all trading concerns
which come into competition with any busi-
ness already established are brought under
the provisions of this measure. It is im-
possible to start any trading concern. No
matter what the private business may be, or
whether it is a legitimate business and not
properly carried out the Government could
not interfere without first getting the con-
sent of Parliament, no matter how urgent the
question or how great the necessity for
bringing it into operation. The Minister
points out the necessity for having a bank-
ing account established. I do not object to
that so long- as the trading- concern involved
is put on a similar basis to that of private
lpeople who are carrying on a similar husi-
ness. I raised the objection once before in re-
gard to dealing with the matter of interest.
This is one of the reasons why I really
desire that the Minister would withdraw the
Bill at the present juncture.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You are not serious?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am serious,
and ami going to vote against it. The Gov-
erment, by a Bill of this kind, has an op-
portunity of dealing unfairly with trad-
iug concerns. They can make a profit out
of the interest. The interest payable has
to be fixed by the Treasurer, which shows
clearly' that if the members of the Govern-
ment had not on a certain occasion in this
Chamber sat back and folded their arms
and said. "'We do not intend to have any-
thing, more to do with it,'' an imnprovemenit
might have been made in a Bill of this de-
scription. These trading concerns have at
all timies to pay interest, which is right
that they should pay to the State.

The Minister for Railways:- They ought
to.

Hon. W. C. ANGWJN: And they do so.
I endeavoured on another Bill the other
day to point out how one of our works
would be affected by the passing of the
Trading Concerns Act. We had at Fre-
mantle the engineering works. These
works used to carry out almost all the
works necessary in connection with the Fre-

mantle Harbour and other undertakings of
a public nature in this State. No interest
was charged on the working capital, nor
upon the capital expended on the works
themselves. The amount was only charged
for the work actually done. If I am not
mistaken, at that time the costs were
not kept ia the same manner as they were
kept under the Trading Concerns Act dar-
ing the past 18 months or so. I admit that,
at the start., costs were not kept in connec-
tion with the North Fremantle works. The
Minister is, however, in a position now to
know the cost of work carried out so far
as this trading concern goes. On the 30th
June, 1916, when the balance sheet was pre-
pared, there was owing to the State Imple-
inu Works. by the Government approxi-
mately £C35,000, that is for works done for
the Government in connection with the
various loan works which were carried out
at that timec. Suppose the Minister, under
a Bill of this description-and this is one
of the directions in which a remedy should
be effected-charged interest on this
£35,000, it only meant taking the interest
out of one p~ocket and putting it into the
other.

The Minister for Works: It. rticant put-
ting the account straight, aild placing the
burden where it should be carried.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN:\. It did not save
a penny' to the State.

The 'Minister for Works : That is tis:-
leading.

Hon. W. C. AVNOWIX: It is not wis-
leading. I thank the Minister for his in-
terjection, because I would like to point
out that immediately he took control of
the trading concerns,' though the Act did
not provide for it, lie burdened our State
eng-ineering- and implement works with this
interest, and they had no opportunity of
transferring it to loan works carried out
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for the Government. If there was a sum
bf £5,000 due for interest, and the Minis-
ter said it should be paid, the State would
have been charged that £5,000. It is only
a book entry, and the implement works
would not be affected at all. The policy
df the Government is, if possible, to con-
dejun these trading concerns.

The Minister for Railways: Why do you
support them?

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: Because they
have been beneficial to thle State.

The Minister for Railways: They are not.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are. I h~ave

already proved that to thle Minister and
will give him the figures again.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Nlinis-
ter): What about the fish shops?

Holl. W. C. ANGWIN: They have also
been beneficial to the State.

Hon. J. ID. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Was there not a loss of £C10,000 in
two Years?

Hon. AV. C. ANOWIN: I do not take
much notice of some of the figures that
are given. After reading some of the
statements made by the member of the
Governjnenl. who is represented in this
House by thle I-onorary -Minister, and comn-
paling them with the actual facts, one sees
that one must look carefully into that lion.

genlean's figu res.
Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary M-inis-

ter) : You do not deny that the fish shops
made an enormous loss?

Mr. CARPENTER: They are only a
bagatelle.

The Minister for Works: Did they col-
lect as muchi money' as they paid awa 'y?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The fish shops
had scarcely got established before the
lion, member said that they showed a tre-
mendous loss.

The Minister for Works: They were
losing £E90 a week.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The man who
was running them for the Government is
running them to-day and making a success
of them.

The Minister for Works: You said that
they did not make a profit.

Hion. 11. C. ANOWAIN: The shop did
make a profit and the lion. member knows

it. The Minister of Agriculture also knows
that thle meat shops at Fremantle made a,
very substantial profit. The implement
works were charged this year approximately
£C11,000 for interest, supposed to be onl the
working capital, from their very commence-
ment. When a private comvpany is floated,
the shareholders put their money into
shares. First, they pay their deposit, and
then a certain amount of the capital is
called up. That money is paid into the
company and if there is any profit, inter-
est or dividends are paid. If there is no
profit there are no dividends and no in-
terest. If theme is a loss a further call
is made in order to obtain the required
capital. The Minister made the engineer-
ing works at North Fremantle pay interest
on Government works wvhich cost the Gov-
erinnient not a penny.

The Minister for Railways : Surely
someone must have suffered.

Haln. W. C. ANGWIN: I will show tile
difference between carrying out Government
work and carrying out private work. I have
not the exact figures, but, if I mistake not,
during the first months of 1916 the imple-
ment works sold £40,000 or £50,000 worth
of agr-icultural implements in Western Aus-
tralia, a large proportion being sold onl bills.
In fact, the Industries Assistance Board in
many instances paid the first instalment and
the balance was onl bills. The bills included a
charge for interest made against the pur-
chaser. I believe the rate of interest is eight
per cent.-muehi less than private manufac-
turers charge, by the way. On Government
work, howvever, no interest wvhatever was
charged.

The Minister for Works: That is ain in-
cident of trade.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister,
however, comes along Land say;, "Now we
are going to make the works pay interest."
That is how a loss comes to be shown. Ap-
proximately £86,000 was outstanding to the
implement :works from Government depart-
ments on the 30th June last. The Govern-
ment have drawn this Hill in such a manner
as to prevent the manager of the implement
works from charging interest on Govern-
mient work. On the second reading I raised
a question in regard to any balance to the
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credit of a trading concern. Two clauses of
the Bill could, in this connection, have been
considerably improved in Committee had the
then Minister so desired. One clause pro-
v'ides that any balance standing to the credit
of a State trading concern's banking ac-
count was to be applied as the Governor
might direct. In the absence of any dimce-
tion, the balance was to be transferred to
next year's accounts. That sounds very
feasible; but it showvs clearly that wve are
justified in asking the Government, even at
this juncture, for an opportunity to recon-
sider the Bill-asking them even to with-
draw the Bill for the time being, and intro-
duce another measure in its place later. A
further clause provides that any profit-the
only balance a State trading concern could
have would he profit-shall be paid into
Consolidated Revenue. The one clause af-
fects the other. The Governor will never
direct that money shall be retained to meet
interest on the capital invested in a trading
concern. "The Governor," in this connec-
tion, means the Governor in Council, and
that means the '\linister confirolling the
wvorks. It comes to this, that the Treasurer
will got hold] of the money on the 30th June
and use it for time purpose of carrying on
the business of the State. I pointed omit p~re-
viously how unfair such a proceeding would
be to the State trading concerns. They are
called on to pay interest on capital; at pri-
vate company pays no interest,. that is to
say, no dividend, unless sttfficient profit is
earned. That is the difference between a pri-
vate company and a State trading concern.
A private company, making a profit of
£:100,000 in a year, might apply £50,000 to
the payment of a dividend, and put the
other £E50,000 to reserve. No private comn-
Jpany would bank the reserve money to earn
three per cent, interest, and then, for the
purpose of carrying on business, borrow
from thne banker at seven or eight per cent.
Yet that is what is here proposed for trad-
ing concerns. If a trading concern had
£50,000 profit accrued on the 30th June
then, under this Bill, on the 1st July there
would be nothing left of that profi, and the
concern would have to borrow, as the profit
would have been transferred to the Consoli-
dated Revenue. Is it possible to carry on
a State trading concern successfully under

such a disability? if Ministers want to kill
the State trading concerns, let them say so.

The Minister for Railways: The State
trading concerns have not paid their way.

Hor. W. C. ANGWIN: They have paid
their way, as I proved this afternoon. Ac-
cording to the Treasury figures published in
this morning's W est Australiani, the Govern-
ment have received £136,000 from the State
trading concerns in eight months. That is
to say, the State trading concerns, apart
from the Railway Department and the
Water Supply Department, had a surplus
of £136,000 over expenditure. And yet Min-
isters tell 'us that these concerns are the ruin
of the country. On the contrary, they keel)
down the deficit. I hope the House will give
the matter close consideration, because in
the interests of the people the State trading
concerns should be made successful, and
should be carried on in a proper manner.
The hon. gentleman in charge of most of the
State trading concerns will admit that the
inplement works are under the charge of as
good a man as could be obtained. The Min-
ister for Industries will admit that the man-
ager of the implement works is doing his ut-
most to make the lprolposition payable. I
regret, however, that owing to the falling off
in work-not owing to any falling off in the
management- only half the men are neces-
sary to keep the works employed.

M~r. Harrison: The manager has no
business to keel) the men there, then.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: That position is
due to the war. Ever since thie establish-
ment of The State tradiiig concerns, there
has been an effort to condemn them, on the
gound that they dlid not at once become

payable propositions. The fact that they dlid
not prove payable from the very outset is
due to the wvar, which has affected the out-
put andl made materials exceptionally ex-
pensive.

The Minister for Works: You know dif-
ferently from that.

Han. AV C. ANGWIN: I know that what
fair speaking is the truth. The Minister

for Works and the Premier have repeatedly
asked me, "What did you do? What did
youn tell us?" When I had the honour of
occupying a Ministerial chair in this House,

Ienlightened hon. members as to the exact
position of every State trading concern.
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Otherwise I should have failed in my duty.
it is easy, whven things are going onl success-
fully, to say that one concern has made a
large profit, and that another is flourishing,
and that a third is doing well. But it takes
zenne courage to state the opposite position.
I told lion, members the truth. I told them
that we intended to remedy matters; and
let me point out that ia our last year
we effected a saving of £E1S,000 on thle imI-
plement works alone. We turned a loss of
£12,000 onl thle manufacturing account of
the implement works for one year into a
profit of £6,000 for the next year.

The Mlinister for Railways: Without in-
terest V

H1on. W. C. ANOWIN: Without interest,
because the Government did not pay inter-
est on work done for them.

Thfe M31inister for Works: The accounts
do not show that.

lion. 117. C. ANUWIN: The accounts do
sho-w it. The gross profit on manufacturing
account for 1915-16 was £C6,400 12s. 7d.
Those are the flgores published by the Min-
ister for Works. And yet that hion. gentle-
mian says the figures do not show what *1
state. These are balance sheet figures. For
thle previous financial year there was a loss
of £12,400 on manufacturing account.

The Minister for Works: 'Up to thle end
of last month the works had lost £80,000.
What is the use of this silly talk about a
profit?

'Hon. W. C. ANGIXYLN: The hon. gentle-
man is trying to draw a red herring across
the trail. I referred explicitly to the manu-
facturing account. HLon. members will bear
jue out in that. I said the manufacturing
account for the last financial year showed
a profit of £6,400. However, standing
charges are very high; and hon. members
know the chief reason for that. Thle At-
torney General during his electioneering- in
the Canning district condemned the imple-
mnent works, saying that the plant was old,
and the patterns old, and much of the mach-
inery practically useless. Of course, one
can occasionally excuse statements made
during election campaigns. The fact of
the matter is that the old plant and old
patterns were previously owned by the Gov-
erninent, and that they wero transferred to
the implement works from the Fremantle

Harbour engineering workshops. They were
transferred at cost, although some of them
had been in use as far back as 1-901. No
money "'as paid; the whole thing was merely
a hook entry. In that way capital charges
have been piled up on the implement works.

Thle Minister for 'Works: There is no use
whatever in discussing that.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: The 'Minister will
have an opportunity of discussing it later.

Thle 11-lmister for 'W"orks: Ujnfortunately,
I shiall not. That is where the unfairness
conies in. I cannot reply.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister
knows that what I am saying is perfectly
correct.

The Minister for WTork~s: I believe you
are saying what you believe to be correct.

Ron, W. C. ANGIWIN: The whole
of the machinery and patterns held at
North Fremantle were transferred to
Rocky Bay, and charged up at cost to
capital account. A large proportion of
tie machinery at the implement works to-day
has been in use for 20 or 30 years.
In regard to the State hotels there is no de-
preciation sho-wn to the full value. And
the same thing applies to the trading con-
cerns. Take the sawmills. Everybody
knows that the timber trade during the past
two years has been in a very bad condition.
Even Millar's, who were the largest em-
ployers of.lahour, and were responsible for
the biggest output of timber, were unable
to declare a dividend this year owing to the
dislocation of trade brought about by the
war. How do the Government expect the
State sawmills to he in a different position
fromn the private mills? Just after the war
started Millar's dismissed a large number of
men, and if employment had not been
found for them by the State those men
would have had to fall back on the Chari-
ties Department. They approached the
Government and asked for work. The men.
were in earnest, and we put them on in con-
nection with the sawmills, end arranged that
the married men should be allowed to earn
50s. per week and the single men 30s. per
week. They were to eut sleepers and about
£90,000 was spent in that direction. In
carrying out this arrangement the Govern-
ment were only doing what the previous
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Government lied done in connection with the
IDenmark estate. The difference was, how-
ever, that the land at Denmark was cleared
in such a way that the money was entirely
wasted. The sleepers wrhich were cut im-
Jproved by heing allowed to dry and as soon
as the war is over there wilt he a market for
thema. When I took office the manager of
the sawmills stated that it would he unfair
to expect the mills to carry the burden of
thd expenditure. If lie were expected to
do it lie said lie would not he able to carry
on. I told hirn that the works should not
pay interest on the amiount which was spenlt
because the cutting of the sleepers was an
arrangement mierely to provide work for
unemployed.

The 'Minister for Works: Did you leave a
mninute to that effect?

Hon. 'W. C. ANOWIN: No; I told the
manager that. 'When the present Minister
for Works took office he decided to chiarge
the sawmills with interest amounting to
X7,000 on the expenditure involved.

T rim Miister for WVorks: Those sleepers
titl included in the assets.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The v-alue of the
sleepers, hut not the interest.

The Minister for Works: I said you did
quite right in cutting those sleepers.

Hon. W. C. ANCIWIN: I claimt that it was
not right to charge saw mills, interest on the
£90,000 spent on work which was not then
required. The Minister who represents tio
Government in another place caused a cable
to be sent to England and telegrams to the
Eastern States, which set out that the saw-
mills showed a deficit of £103,000. The
leader writer of the 'Melbourne Age natnr-
ally thought that the deficit was a loss, and
lie wrote, pointing out the danger of a Gov-
ermnent embarking on trading concerns.
What are the facts 9 I have here a balance
sheet which was handed by the Minister for
Works to the Press, and at the time the saw-
mills were supposed to have shown a loss of
£103,000 they actually had £12,000 to their
credit.

The Mlinister for Railways: That is not
cash; that is assets.

Hiorn W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister
knows that the stocks were valued at a low
price.

Mr. Wansbrough: The sleepers were in-
eluded.

The Mlinister for Works: I do not want
to say nmuch, hut I could say a lot.

Hon. J. Seaddan: It is a pity for you to
have to hold your mouth.

Honi. W. C. ANGWIN: The interest on
the £00,000 should have come from revenue.
Was interest charged on the work done at
Denmark? Hon. members know that it was
not. The only difference between these two
workls was that that carried out at Denmark
represented a waste of money, while the
work of cutting the sleepers hans given uts a
valuable asset. As hion. members know, the
accounts of the trading concerns close on
the 30th June, and the balance sheets must
be auditdd and placed o n the Table of the
HOUSe by the 30th September.

The M1inister for Works: If this Bill
passes there will he no trouble about that.

Bion. J. Scaddan: You do not require a
Bill to do that.

lion. W, C. ANOW] N: Before I left
offie f was in the p~osition to know the
financial state of the implement works and
sawmills, and yet it was several months later
before we got the balance sheets. They
were given to trie Press with a footnote
which set out H int they wvefe liable to be
altered in the auidit. It is almost an im-
possibility, owing to the great amotunt of
work the Auditor General's Department has
to do, to get the balance sheets audited by
the 30th September. Every endeavour has
been niade during the past two years to get
the balance sheets here at the earliest pos-
sible miomnent. Before I left office I wvas in
a position to tell hion. members the financial
cotndition of the works, yet it was months
later before we received the balance sheet.
The truth is there are so many balance
sheets to get out at the one time that the
Auditor General's staff requires to be
doubled to satisfactorily cope with the work.
The Minister for Railways has stated that
the trading concerns are detrimental to the
State. I have proof that they have been
heneficial to the State. During February
the meat stalls, brickworks, ferries, fish sup-
ply, hotels, implement works, dairies, ship-
ping, and sawmills-thie most abused of our
trading- con cerns---showed a surplus Of rev-
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enne over expenditure amounting to £33,44;
.the total surplus of revenue over expenditure
from all the trading concerns out-side of rail-
ways and water supplies amounted to £44,049
in February, while the surplus for the eight
months represented £ 130,342. This serves
to hear out the predictions of the Treasurer
who, on introdueing his Estimates, said that
hie anticipated receiving from the trading
concerns a surplus of revenue over expendi-
ture of £83,308. In last month alone he re-
ceived £33,000 of this from the concerns
I have named, or a total of £44,049.
These are (lie figures of the Government.
In the past members of the Government
persistently endeavoured to show the people
how dangerous were the trading concerns to
the financial position of the State. To-day
the government have lprodued figures show-
ing a surplus of £136,000 front trading
concerns and business undertnkings other
than the railways and water supply. I
want hon. members to realise the danger in
the Bill. When the chairmian of the Child-
ren's Hospital waited on myself and Mr.
Collier and], pointing to the large number
of infants dying for want of pure milk,
sugjgested that to protect the lives of the
children it was necessary that the Govern-
mnent should undertake the supply of pure
milk, we agr-eed to do it. If the Bill we are now
considering had been in existence then we
could not have inaugurated the pure milk
supply until such time as, Parliament met.
I ask members to pause before they pass the
Bill. It is unusual to oppose a measure on
the third reading. Only once before, in 14
years of Parliamentar 'y life, have T taken
this action. I would not have taken it to-
day had 1 not believed that the Bill is a
Party measure, detrimental to the interests
of the State, and that it will not assist the
Minister to bring about any improvement in
our trading concerns, but will merely give
him power to take action inimical to those
concerns. I ask the Government to lay the
Bill aside and show some confidence in
future Admi nist rations.

Alr. CARPENTER (Fremnantle) (8.261:
My justification for speaking on the third
reading is that I regard sonic of the pro-
visions of the Bill as mischievous and dan-
gerous to the public welfare. This after-

noon the Premier declared that the Govern-
ment had no intention of pushing any party
legislation through between this and the end
of the session, that he -was quite prepared
to consult the views of members on this side
as to what should or should not be passed.

The Minister for Works: He had to go on
with the Orders of the Day.

Mr. CARPENTER: lie had no hesitation
in wiping out the majority of the Orders of
the Day. It is remarkable that, while ex-
pressing his willingness to meet members on
this side in respect of so many of the Bills
which we have been discussing for months
pasL, the Premier should have made an ex-
cepltion of this one, which of all is most con-
tentionis from a party point of vie.

The Min-ister for Works: It is not party,
it is only business.

Mr. CARPENTER: If do not know whe-
ther there- is any harmony between the Mlini-
ster for Works and the Premier in respect
of the Bill. I have a shrewd suspicion that
it is the stubbornness of the Minister for
Works which is attempting to force the Bill
through in spite Of thu fact that the Pre-
i .or realises that it is no time for party

fighiting. The Prem-ier has declared from the
public plaitform" that this is a time for the
cessaion01 of party strife and the promotion
of a national spirit. I regard the Premier as
having sufficient honesty to refrain front
making such a declaration fromi the public
platform if in his heart hie intended to come
to tlie House and force party measures.
through with a majority of one vote. 1 have
a fsspicionk that it is the Minister for Works
we are up against, and not his colleagues of
the Ministry. I can understand that-, be-
cause I believe that the chief reason for the
introduction of this Bill is that wihcn hon.
miembers now on the Treasury benches stt
on this side of the Hlouse, they raised a con-
i muons cry against the Government's policy
of trading concerns.

The Mtinister for Works: And they were
perfctly justified, too.

13"r CARPENTER:- We will see as to
tha presently.

Mr. Heitmann: This is where party comes
in.

'[lie Minister for Works: N\othing of the
sort.

Hon. J. Seaddan: It is party, absoluitely.
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Mfr. CARPENTER: Thle point I am en-
deavouring to stress is that the hon. gentle-
men now occupying the Treasury bench %,ere
so loud in their condemnation of a policy of
State trading, and the Minister for Works,
who is in charge of this Bill, was particu-
laxly so, they are now endeavouringt to
justify that hostility by pushing through a
Bill of some sort. They dare not go to the
country again without having made soe
show of carrying out when in office the hos-
tility they professed so loudly when in oppo-
sition.

Mr. Hudson: They have to obey the in-
structions of their masters, the monopolists.

Tkr. CARPENTER: I am not going to
say that.,

Hon. J. Scaddan:- Oh, say it.
MA-r. CARPENTER: But perhaps I amn

putting the same idea in a somewhat modi-
fled form when I say that they must placate
that section. It is my honiest conviction that
this is a Bill for party purposes, is an at-
tenipt to justif y their hostility to what the
previous Government did with such bene-
ficial effects to the country at large.

The Mtinister for Works: I can assure von
it is nothing of the kiod.

lion. J. Scaddan: We are not prepared to
accept your assuranllce.

Mr. CARP'ENTER: A continuous cryI
was raised by the Ministers when in opposi-
tion that the trading concerns must be con-
demned because they were not paying., were
costing the country thousands of pounds. Is
that the basis of the hostility to the trading
concerns now? We then said, when advo-
eating this policy, that we wanted only the
same chance which every private business
man -wanted of establishing going concerns.

The Minister for Works: Any private con-
cern would have heen bankrupt long before
noW.

Mr. CARPENTER: No private business
man would have been bankrupt if he bad the
necessary capital and had counted the cost.
He would he a fool who would enter on suchi
undertakings without counting the cost. In
any private venture of any magnitude it is
expected that for a year or two, perhaps
more, there -would be a deficit. No private
business of any magnitude can be expected
to show a profit in its first years. I na en-
deavouring to show that the Labour Govern-

ment asked in this regard to be treated just
as an ordinary private individual in busi-
ness, that the works b;- given an opportunity
of establishing themselves anti of proving
that they could be made profitable. And
every month that goes by proves the correct-
ness. of~ our contention. We do not hear so
much ko-day about thfe losses on the trading
concerns. It the loss is mentioned at nll,
it is a tiny cry from tile ilonorary Minister
(Hon. J1. D. C'onnolly) about thie fish shops.
It is fair to remind present Ministers, who
opposedl us so bitterly on this question, that
when oil this side their chief cry was against
the State steamers.

Finn. J. Scaddan: They have dropped
that now.

Mr. CARPENTERll: If t here was one thingc
we grew tired of. it was of hearing the
then leader of the Opposition (Hon. Frank
Wilson) rising day after day with questions
calling thie aitention of the country\ to the
awful losses and the awful hungling in con-
nect ion with thie State steamers. Yet to-day
lie finds himself in the position that one of
the most profitable of those concerns is the
State steamers.

Mr. Wanshrouigh: Is that not due to the
fact that war is on?

Air. CARPENTJER: I. submit the hon.
member's contention is not quite fair. I
would point out to the member for Beverley
that the Labour Government had to take
the risk, war or no war, and if it he a fact
that the war has made trie steamship ven-
ture a little more profitable, it is also a fact
that the war has adversely affected nearly
every other of the State trading concerns.
if lie claims that the war has rendered the
steamships more profitable, then,. to be quite
fair, hie must admit that the war has mili-
tated against the ather concerns and made
them less profitable. But, in spite of the
war, and of the consequent dislocation of
trade, the passing of every month mnakes
these trading concerns more profitable;, and
as the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) has pointed out, bad
it not been for tile surplus from trading
concerns during thle past few months, the
deficit which is to-day beginning to open the
eyes of 'Ministers would have been even
larger.
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The Minister for Works:- Do you call the
collecting of old debts profits?

Mr. CARPENTER: We pointed out to
the Minister whien he was on this side of
the House, and to his colleagues, that it
was not fair to quote the month's incomings
and tie month's expenditure; but that did
not affect their criticisms.

The Minister for Works: I should like to
point out one speech of mine in which I
did that.

Hon. J. Scaddan: We should have to
adjourn for a month to look up all your
Speeches Onl thle subject.

M1r. CARPENTER: The Minister will not
denyv that it was pointed out again and
again by us that it was unfair, and was mis-
representing the position, to take the
monthly returns only.

The M-inister for Works: You cannot
find a speech of mine in which I did that.

Hon. S. Seaddan: You never make a
,speech, you always ramble.

Mr. CARPENTER: If the Minister says
lie dlid not usc that argument, I accept his
denial; but he knows it was used by mncm-
hers. of his party from this side time after
time. A gfood deal of the hostility to trad-
ing concerns was created by that very mis-
representation to whicht I am now referring,
and it is only because time is on our side,
because tie facts are proving the justice of
our then contentions, that Ministers have to
bring in a mniserable Bill of this sort so as
to lbe able to say to their constituents by-
andi-bye, "We were opposed to State tina]-
ing concerns, and we brought. in a Bill to
dispose of them." 1 question very much
whether the Minister honestly intends dis-
posing of any of those concerns.

Tue Minister for Works: I will sell them
aill if I get the chance; that is straight
enough, is it not?

Mr. CARPENTER: Fortunately, the
Minister has to consult the wishes of some-
one other than himself. It would be a sorry
day for the country had he the power of
a dictator to dispose of trading concerns
without having to consult somebody more
wise than himself.

The Minister for Works: You need not
worry on that score.

Mr. CARPENTER: The war came just
as these concerns were established, just as

the money had been expended, and as rev-
ernue would have come in but for the wvar;
yet, in spite -of that disability, the State
trading concerns are proving themselves.
This is shown in the figures quoted 4y the
member for North-East rremansle. I hope
those figures will be published and will be
read by the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell), who does not appear to have seen
or heard of them previously, If they are
pulhished and read by the people, it will
prove to theni that thle tale of losses, printed
under big headlines in the newspapers, and
which mnisled the public so wickedly, were
uintrue. And when the true facts come to
be known, the public will roundly condemn
those lion. gentlemen who posed as saving
the country from loss, which they made the
people believe were due to thle trading con-
cerns, but which they knew quite well were
not so in fact at all,

Tliw Minister for WYorks: The facts do
nut sup~port you, you know.

Mr. CARPE'NTER: I amn convinced that
the policy of State trading is still approved
by the vast majority of the people of the
State, and that, therefore, this Bill is against
the convictions of the people. I -would not
mind so much if the Government had be-
hind them the approval of a public vote,
if there lhad bean an ap~peal to the people
and the Government had come back with a
majority p~ledged to introduce a Bill of this
chiaracter. 'What I complain about and pro-
test against is that this Bill is being forced
on the House with the assistance of mem-
bers on the cross benches who weure never
authorised b y the votes of their electors to
support a Bill of this character. I mnake
bold to say that if the members of the Coun-
try party, who must accept the responsi-
bility for pushing this Bill through, were
to go hack to their constituents, their action
would not be endorsed.

The Minister for Works: They look
happy on it, anyhow.

',%r. CARPENTER: There is only one
of them present, and lie always looks happy.

The Minister for Works: That is right;
hie has a clear conscience.

Mr. CARPENTER: It was most amaz-
big, lo hear an interjection just now from
the cross benches that if the Government de-
sire to start a trading concern, they could
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do so, and obtain the authority of Parlia-
ment afterwards, or something to that ef-
feet. That interjection throws a flood of
light upon what is in the minds of some
mnembers who arc helping to put this Bill
through. But if they believe the Govern-
ment, after the passage of this Bill, would
possess the power which that interjection
implies, they are making a serious mistake.
Further than. that, if they think there is any
loophole at all which gives the Government
power to start a trading concern, in spite of
this Bill, they are not treating this House,
or thea country, honestly. Either this Bill
will, or will not, do what it purports. The
Minister in charge says that if it is left to
him ho will dispose of the trading concerns.
I am not complaining of that. What I am
complaining about is that the Government
are being supported by members of this
House, some of whom have the notion that,
in' spite of this Bill, if they want some con-
ern started, it can he done.

The Minister for Works: They have got
confidence in the people they are support-
ing.

Mr. CARPENTER: I san not so sure
ahout that- It is not in the Bill. If it wvere
part of the Bill I should be delighlted to dis-
cuss the question of the confidence imposed
in the present Government by mnembers of
the cross benches. Unfortunately, I cannot
because tile Standing Orders will not permit
it. The M~inister is getting support from
the cross benches for this Bill evidently un-
der a false understanding.

The 'Minister for Works: No.
Mr. CARPENTER; One hon. member

from that side of the 'House intimated by
interjection that in spite of the Bill trading
concerns could he started by the Govern-
ment and that they could justify themselves
to Parliament afterwards.

The Mfinister for Works: It shows tile
good faith they have in us.

Mr. CARPENTER: That is what comes
of having a coalition of parties who have
but little in common, and having one party
which has sold itself into the hands of the
Government, who are manipulating it and
using it for their own party purposes
against the interests of the people. Only
last year the farmers were called upon to
pay £21,000 to the insurance companies for

the insurance of their wheat stacks, and
£18,000 odd of that amount was clear profit
to those companies.

The Minister for Railways: That is your
stup~idity.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Minister can-
not deny the figures. If members of the
Country party do not want a repetition of
this they should at least keep the road open
for the establishment of branches of insur-
ance in connection with the wheat scheme,
under which the Government could do what
they have done in regard to the workers'
compensation of Government emplloyees. If
this Bill is passed this cannot he done. There
is evidently some understanding between the
Country party and the Govern meat that, if
they pass this Bill for political purposes in
order to save the face of Ministers, and if
the Country party want something done the
Government will do it. Is that treating the
House or the country honestly? This is a
measure brought in for purely party pur-
poses. I am not going to allow mryself to be-
hiere that the Government are going to tie
themselves up in the way this Bill purports
to do. The lpolicy of State trading has justi-
fied itself. It has the approval of the ma-
jority of the people of the State, and is in
keeping with the policy adopted by every
civ ilised country. Great Britain, most con-
servative in its miethods, is going in for na-
tional tradingr in a way which was never Con-
templted years ago.

The M1inister for Railways: The Govern-
inat get authiorityF first.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Government
had no authority, it simply wvent to work as
a Government anti established hunge trading,
concerns. I believe that they dlid not even
Pit a Bill through for the puirpose, Al-
thoogh1 these trading concerns have been es-
talblished purely for war purposes, I am
convinced that when the war is over the peo-
Mle of Great Britain will have realised the
benefit of national organisation, and will
never go back to the old competitive order
of things which existed two and a half years
ago.

The I-%inister for Works: You do not
call these concerns Of yours orgaised trad-
ing concerns, do you?

Mr. CARPENTER: I do, thoughi the
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Mfinister may not. To me they are the
scientific organisation of industry and trade,
a policy which every sound economist to-day
has advocated, pointing out that the old
order has broken down and must fail, that
there is only one sound policy to pursue,
namely, for the State to take charge of con-
cerns in which monopolies exist and so pro-
tect the people from their depredations. This
Bill is an attempt to go back, to check the
growth of public opinion, and pr~'ent the
people from doing what they may want to
do ten years hence hut will be unable to do
if this Bill goes on the statute-book.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
JT. Mitchll-Northam) (8-52) : I have
listened with amusement to thle remarks
of the member for Fremantle (Air. Car-
penter). Why call we not consider this
Bill fairly, calmly, and quietly and in the
interests of the people1 ? Why cannot we
determine to do the best that is possible
for the peop~le ? I ask hon. members
opposite to think, have these trading con-
corns worked any good to any section of
the community ?

Hon. J. Scaddan : The whole community.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

They have not.
Hon. J. Scaddan: And no less a person

amongst the comumunity than the Treasurer
himself.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Out-
side the implemcent works they have not
meant the employment of a single additionlal
man.

Hon. J. Scaddan :What about the saw-
miulls?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :- The
timber trade was well catered for by private
companies. -AU the export that could be
met was met before this trading concern
was established by these private companies.
Not one individual more has had work
because the State sawmaills have been
established.

Hon. J. Scaddan: What about the State
steamers ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No
one has benefited by the State trading
concerns.

Honl. J. Scaddan: Whalit about State
hotels?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:; You
did not sell good liquor.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:-
This vast expenditure of public funds has
not meanit thle employment of a single
additional individual in the State except
at thle implement works at North Fre-
mantle.

Hon. Jr. Scaddan : You are quite wrong.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Not

at all. All the work done by the Government
to-day was done by someone else before
the Government undertook it.

Mr. Munsie: Who did the sawmilling in
thle karri country before the establishment
of the State sawimills?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Only reckless men would have undertaken
the task of erecting sawmills in the karri
country at such an enormous cost. The
hell. member knows that powellisod karri
has been used to take thle place of good

Mr. Munsie: Rubbish

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
was merely thle cutting of karri to replace
jarrah, which would have been cut had not
karri mills boon established. It is quite
problematical yet whether we were justified
in establishing sawmills in the karri country.
I admit that ul) to date the powellising of
karri has succeeded, but it is all a question
of time. Time alone will prove whether
powellised karri is equal to jarrah. I
doubt if it ever will be considered equal
to jarrah. We have yet to learn whether
powellising is a satisfactory process, and
have yet to exploit thle markets of the world
with powollised. karri. It is also doubtful
whether we will get a big export trade in
that commodity.

Honl. J. Scaddan: Why decry your own
products?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not decrying any of our valuable in-
dustries. Hon. members opposite say that
they should be untramumelled if they get
back upon the Treasury benches, and should
be allowed to do what they please in this
matter without consulting Parliament.

Hon. J1. Scaddan.: If we get the will of
the people, who not 1

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They should not expect to be placed in
that position.

Hon. J1. Scaddan : You did it the other
day.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Constitutional measures must be followed.
No one objects to any enterprise being
shown by any Government in a legitimate
direction, but no Gloversnent should be
allowed to establish any industry at any
time and in any place they please.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You are doing it now.
The MI NISTER FOR RAILWAYS : No,

we are not. I have just been down to the
karri country, I find that the mills there
are fine mills and have been put up at
enormous cost. They have absorbed hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds but have not
meant the employment of a single additional
worker.

Mr. Munsie:- Nonsense!
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- Did

the late Government wvant State trading
concerns to injure or to benefit someone ?
No one has been benefited, certainly not
the worker. Why did we want these
timber mills ?

Hon. J. Scaddan: The question is, why
do you want this Bill at this stage 7

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
would have been better if we had brought
in the Bill when we had more time in which
to discuss it. Why do hion. members
oppose it ?

Air. Munsie : Because it is against our
principles. We wvould be poor old things
if we did not stick up for our princip les.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : The
lion. memiber comnes hore to establish State
trading concerns at any cost. It is not part
of my creed to enter into competition withi
other people in any way. I confess I
believe in private enterprise, but not private
enterprise uncontrolled. As regards mon-
opolists, sweaters, and exploiters of the
people. I am prepared to join in dealing
with them. Reference has been made to
the attitude on this Bill of lion, members
occupying the cross benches. W~hy should
they not support the Hill ? Their con-
stituents have been denied railway facilities
in order that these trading concerns might
be established--establishied with the very
moneys voted to supply their railway
wvants.

Hon. J1. Scaddan:- What railways are
you building ?

The INtISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- We
are not building trading concerns. Mlem-
bers on the cross benches have a right

to say that their constituents were denied
transport facilities by the previous Govern-
Mont so that trading concerns might be
established. The Member for Fremantle
(Mir. Carpenter) said the farmers had been
called upon to pay fire insurance premiums
totallinkg £22,000, whereas the insurance
companies had paid only £E2,000 for losses,
and that thus the companies made a profit
of £20,000.

Mir. Carpenter : No. I said £18,000.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- Can

members on the cross beaches regard the
hon. member's contention as serious?
Would £2,000 pay the insurance companies'
expenses ? Let it be remembered that for
five years the p~resent Opposition sat on
the Government benches without making
so much as an attempt to establish State
insurance.

Hon. J. Scaddan: We were busy estab-
lishing farmers.

Mr. Carpenter: Yes-; arid in undoing
the mischief of the Minister's land booi.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
member for Fremnantle blamnes all the
troubles of the late Government on what
he calls my land boom. No one will
ever be able to accuse the hon. member of
booming anytihing but himself. Had it
not been for my se-called land boom, there
would have been no work to-day.

1%r. Carpenter: And no0 deficit.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : At

all events, the work then done is the only
work producing employment to- day. The
State trading concerns, which have ab-
sorbed an enormnous sumr of money-

Hon. J'. Scaddan: Nonsense!
The MINI1STER FOR RAILWAYS: Are

doing no good to anybody. I admit that
the implement works have given a certain
amount of employrment which would not
have been given but for their establishment.
But they have not turned out good inachin-
cry. Some of their machinery has proved
useless. The previous Government, uin-
restrained by any sense of responsibility,
rushed in, bought up an old rattle-trap
concern in South Australia, brought it over
here, and set to work making ploughs,
harvesters, drills, and all sorts of machinery.
Thus it was utterly impossible for them
to succeed in making any good implemients.
They should have set to work to manu-
facture one good and serviceable imple-
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ment for a start. The failure was due to
no fault of management.

Mir. Carpenter: I have heard the State-
made ploughs praised by everybody who
used them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
say no to that. There have been serious
complaints. However, it is no use arguing
about the quality of the machinery pro.
duced, because that is beside the question.
The question is, what good have the State
trading concerns done for Wrestern Australia?

Mr. Munsie: They have done harm to
some particular friends of yours, and they
have ddne a. considerable amiount of good
to the country.

Hon. J. Scaddan: What has all this to
do with the Bill ?

The MINISTER FOR, RAILWAYS : The
leader of the Opposition is becoming a little
annoyed. Of course, he believes in State
trading concerns, and I do not ; and that
is the difference between us. I believe,
too, that the majority of the House are
against State trading concerns.

Hon. J. Scaddant: You started a potato-
peeling industry.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
very useful industry, too. Thelhon. member
is pleased to be flippant. I rose really
to protest against the opposition to the
passing of this measure. If State trading
concerns are to be established, Parliament
should first be consulted. The present
leader of the Opposition, some sessions ego,
asked for a cessation of party politics. We
en the other side sat in the House day after
day and inquired after his intentions. We
never learnt what he was going to do.
But we woke up one morning to find that
a steamer, the " Kangaroo," had been
bought for £100,000.

Eon. J. Scaddan:- Once more you do not
know what you are talking about.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. gentleman failed to consult Par-
liament.

The Minister for Works: He wade an
absolute denial of the purchase.

The MIMISTER FOR RAILWAYS:. En-
terprises which require considerable amounts
of capital to establish, and also considerable
amounts of capital for carrying on, should
be approved by Parliament before being
entered upon. Only after all the legitimate

functions of Government are provided for,
would Parliament be justified in establishing
trading concerns ; and, so far, this Country
has never been in that position. Over a
million sterling has been spent on trading
concerns.

Mr. Munsie: Where do you get that
million of money from?

The AUNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not see any reason for the manifestation
of feeling in connection with this Bill. The
measure is one which might well be con-
sidered calmly and dispassionately. Let
hon. members opposite furnish some reasons
for the rejection of the measure. The only
reason I have heard so far is that the late
Government were returned to establish
State trading concerns. If that be so.
we ought to know fromn the leader of the
Opposition, of all members, why it is in.
the best interests of the workers that
State trading concerns shall be established.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[9 -111: I move an amiendment-

Th&at the word " now " be .struchk out,
and " this day sixc months " be added to
the motion.

I should lie to offer a few comments on the
calm and collected thoughts3 so freely dis-
tributed around the Chamber by the Minister
for Railways. That hon. gentleman, how-
ever, did not in the slightest degree touch
the question before the House. On this
Bill we are not discussing whether it is
desirable to establish, or dispose of, trading
concerns. The Opposition consider that
there is no warrant for pressing a Bill of
this nature through Parlimenit, because it
will not assist in winning the war, or mn
squaring the finances, or in enabling the
people to be better fed and clothed. The
only thing it is likely to do is to provide
a cheap form of amusement, because the
chief director happens to be the Minister
for Works.

The Minister for Works: That comes
well from you.

Hon., J, SCA2DDAN : Let me point out
to hon. members opposite that, when
previously protesting against the pushing
through of this Bill, we were distinctly told
that the Government intended to go on with
it because it formed part of their policy.
Will the Minister deny that?

The Minister for Works -No.
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Hon. J. SCADDAN: Because it was part
of their policy to prevent the establishment
of State tradiing concerns.

The Minister for Works: To prevent
their establishment without Parliamentary
authority.

Hon. J. SOAflDAN: Further, because
they desired power to dispose of the existing
concerns. Let us see how much there is
in that. In the first place, this Bill is not
required so long as the present Government
remain in office. It is not part of their
policy to establish trading concerns, and
they do not require this Bill to p)revent
them from doing something they have no
intention of doing. Viewed from that
aspect, therefore, the measure is of no
value. Again, the Bill is not needed to
enable the Government to dispose of State
trading concerns now operating in this
State. On Ministers' own showing the
Bill is not urgent, and not even required
at this stage. Thus there can be only
-one reason for the Bill being pushed through
at present. That reason is that it is part
of the policy of the Government of the
day to prevent any future Government,
notwithstanding any mandate of the people,
from establishing trading concerns. That
is a clear statement of the facts.

The Minister for Works: Oh, no.
Hon. J. SCADDAN : The Minister

for Railways has just said that. He said
that the object. of the Bill was to prevent
any future Government formed by members
-on this side from establishing a trading
-concern without the authority of Par.
liament.

The Minister for Railways: Yes ;without
Parliamentary authority. We do not want
the Constitution flouted again as you
flouted it.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : This Bill can only
apply to a future Government. There is
no reason why the Bill should become law
unutil after the general election, and then
only if the people endorse the attitude of
the Government on the subject of the
trading concerns. Then we shall net be

.able to complain. But while the Govern-
ment are only here temporarily they have
no right to make use of the limited power
they possess to prevent this House from
giving free expression to the will of the
people. The Minister for Works knows well
.that underlying the Bill there is one prin-

ciple and that is to use the power possessed
by his party in another Chamber to baulk
thie will of 'the people as expressed at the
last elections. The Minister for Industries
talked a great deal about our having pur-
chased the steamer " Kangaroo " without-
Parliamentary authority. We would do
the sme thing to-morrow under similar
circumstances. That steamer is actually
helping to save the financial position of the
State to some extent at the present
time. Are we always to be in the posi-
tion that we dare not do anything
unless we come to Parliament and
pass a measure through the privileged
Chamber which represents the v'ery interests
that are likely to be affected ? How do
we expect to get anything like that through
the Legislative Council if we pass the
present Bill ? Did Disraeli seek Parliament-
ary authority when he purchased four
million pounds worth of shares in the Suez
Canal ? The example set by that grand
old man Sir John Forrest, who purchased
the Great Southern Railway by executive
act should have been followed by the
Daglish Government in connection with the
Midland Railway. The Minister for Works
knows that if wve bring about publicity in
connection with matters where the State
is going to step in, monopolists will get to
work as has been done in America. We
had to purchase meat and sell it in the
market because, on the admission of our
friends opposite, there was a meat ring
in existence. They followed our example.
They purchased but they handed back
the control to the people who actually
constituted the ring. The Government
purchased cattle to thte value of £118,000
and they have entered into a contract for
the purchase of £140,000 worth more.

The Minister for Works: We completed
the contract you left on the stocks.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Without reference
to Parliament after having conceded a
higher price. And this too when the owners
could not dispose of their stock which was
dying on their properties. They pledged
the State to the expenditure of £140,000
and before they had actually made pro.
vision for shipping space.

The M~inister for Works: That has all
been refuted ;why repeat it ?

Hon. J. SCAIDDAIN: It has not been
refuted. The statement was made by the
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Mtinister for Lands the other night that the
cattle were to be delivered at, Derby last
August and at that time they had not the
slightest idea that they would be able to
,got the " Moira "to lift thorn.

The Minister for Works :Why all this
reJpetition ?

Mr. M~unisie: Because it is true.
The Mfinister for Works : We know it is

untrue.
Hon. J. SCADT)AN : We have heard

the bitterest complaints agaist the opera-
tions of the trading concerns largely from the
point of view of thle finanicial position. We
have heard our breezy optimist the Minister
for Industries talking about thle expendi-
turo of millions of money on trading con-
corns wvhile everybody else was starving for
railway facilities. Let us make a complJarison
between the railway construction during
our term of office and thle railway construc-
tion during the term of the Government the
hon. gentleman was a member of. We
constructed railways at a more rapid rate
than ever they attempted to do.

The Minister for Works: You had the
money and squandered it.

Hon. J. SCADDAN That is why our
friends onl the cross Ministerial benches are
supporting the Government now. Thle
trading concerns, according to our friends
opposite, are supposed to be responsible
for the present financial position of thle State.
In eight months we have gone to the bad
to the extent of £090,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Shocking, just. a million
a year, a world's record.

Hon. J. SCAflDAN : It cannot be held
that the trading concerns are responsible
for that result. It would have been a
million now but for the trading concerns.
I find in the official returns issued by the
Treasury and published in this morning's
paper that our trading concerns for the
eight months of last year returned £2,063,1 11
That includes railways and water supplies.
For the eight months of the current financial
year thle figures total £2,126,435 or an
increase of £63,324. I also find that the
expenditure on our trading concerns for
the eight months of last year was £1,558,000,
and for the current year £C1,636,000, or an
increase of £77,273. So that including
railways and water supply the trading con-
coe have shown a difference of some-
thing like £6,000 to the bad in comparison

\vithlhe eight months of last year. But
if we take the railways and water supplies
out, we find the position is different. The
railway revenue has decreased £150,523,
while the expenditure has oniy decreased
£:49,751, or the railways alone have shown
a difference to thle bad for the eight months
of £100,772. Water supplies show a dif-
ference of £27,358. If we take those two
together-railways and water supplies-
from our trading concerns receipts and
expenditure, we find the Government
are in a better position than their pre-
decessors for the eight months to thle tune
of no less than £314,170. And yet they
abuse the trading concerns. Add that to
the £690,000 and we find that their total
debit balance would have been a million.
The present Government have been urging
that the trading concerns and interest have
boon mainly responsible for their difficulties.
The increased interest bill for the eight
months only amounted to £86,338, anid
the trading concerns haove made a difference
of £314,000, so that after all the proof is
definite that they are going to the bad
because of the wvant of business acumen
being applied to the departments they are
controlling. The trading concerns have
saved the position to a considerable ex-
tent.

The Minister for Works : I wish I could
believe it.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Taking the re-
duction in the expenditure from the re-
duction in the earning capacity of the
railways, we find they have gone to the bad
to the tune of £100,772. The same thing
applies to water supply and sewerage,
there being a decrease in revenue of £6,837
and an increase in expenditure of £18,521.
Thus it will be found that in those two items
the trading concerns have gone to the bad
to the extent of £128,000. If wve add that
to the plus difference on the trading con-
cerns for £he eight months of this year, as
compared with the eight months of last
year, we find the Government are in a
botter position than were the late Govern.
mont, to the extent of £314,178, while the
increased interest bill amounts to only
£80,000. Consideration of these figures
alone should be enough to induce thle Gov-
ernment to stay their hand at present.
But I am afraid that they will net do so,
because their existence as a Government
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depends on their apposition to the trading
,concerns. Where is the necessity for pushing
the Bill through when all the other Bills,
designed to improve the financial position,
are to be thrown overboard in order to
allow the Government to get into recess ?
Nothing matters so long as their policy in
respect of trading concerns can be givon
effect to. They talk about dropping con-
trovorsial questions, and yot thecy persist
is sticking to this Bill of one clause.

The Minister for Works.: Will you tell us
exactly what you are doing ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I am trying to defeat
the Bill.

The Minister f or Works: I thought you
were -wasting tine.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member mustt withdraw that remark.

The Minister for Works: I withdraw.
Hon. J. SOADDAN :Members on the

Government cross beches have intimated
to Ministers that they mnust rush into
recess to avoid criticismi and possibly an
appeal to the country, and get two or three
months in their offices, after which they are
to come back and tell us what they have done
by way of introducing economy. It is well
known that they have now been eight
months introducing economy, and that
the expenditure is increasing in every
direction.

The Minister for Works: You sowed
the seed, and we are reaping the harvest.

Hon. J. SCADDAN\: Talk about seed i
The present Government allowed poultry
farmers to starve, because it was not con-
venient to make provision for the required
bran and pollard. And this is the Govern.
mieat of business acumen, who are prepared
to let the ship of State drift, if only they
can get into recess. Then, on second
consideration, they make the stipulation
"We nmst get this Bill through, in ease
our friends opposite come back to power,
and endeavour to establish further trading
concerns." The squaring of our finances
is not a party question, but that can go
overboard, while the Bill, which is not
required, except for party purposes, must
be put through. These are the Ministers
who prate on public plat-forms of the
necessity for dropping party strife and
promoting national aspirations. A little
while ago the Minister for Works was candid
,enough to admit that they had brought

the Bill down because it was part of their
party policy.

The Minister for Works:- No.
Hon, J. SCADDAN: The Minister

distinctly said so in answer to a question
as to why hie porsisted with the Bill. He
said, "Because it is part of the policy of
the Government."

The Minister for Works: That may be so,
but I did not say party policy.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The present Govern-
mient are essentially a party Government.
They are controlled by the Employers'
Federation.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense.
Hon. J. SCADDA-N: Who was it that

denied the Governmient the power to control
prices ?

The Mi~nister for Works: You can't
control your rank and file. Your sup-
porters would let a ship burn rather than
infringe rules. Look at the "Bamnbra,"
at Geraldton I It is a disgrace to any
union that a ship should be allowed to
burn.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. J. SCADDAiN: The Bill is not

required by the Government for any purpose
at present. There are only two points in
it, the main one being contained in Clause
4, which provides that no future Govern-
went shall establish a trading concern.
There is no hurry for it. If the credit of
the State can wait three months, the Bil
also can wait. The Government have
dropped all non-party Bills, making finant-
cial provision to help the State, but this
Bill remains.

Hon. P. Coller: St. George's terrace
has ordered them to go on with it.

Hon. J. SCAI)DAN: It can be nothing
else. Many of the decisions arrived at in
Cabinet by the present Government first
find birth in the Palace Hotel.

The Minister for Works: How do you
know that ?

Hon. J. SCADDAW: The dogs are barking
it in the street. Does the Minister require
the powers, or the restriction, rather,
which this Bil places on a future Govern-
ment to come to Parliament for approval
before establishing a new trading concernT
The Minister knows well he does not re-
quire it. Yet we are asked not to prolong
the session, to let things slide, not to discuss
matters.
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The Minister for Works : You are not
asked not to discuss anything, you are
asked to discuss the Bill, and you will
not do it.

Hon. J. SCAD)1AN: I am discussing
the Bill and giving reasons why it should
be read this daky six months. There is no
necessity for it to be read now. If we can
throw out Bills dealing with so important
a matter as the finances, if those matters
can stand over for three months, then this
Bill, too, might be allowed to stand over.
The Bill will not help the Government or
the country. My objection is that the
clause in the Bill to which I have taken the
strongest exception is a party action p)Urh
and simple, inserted with the object of pre-
venting the establishment of trading con-
cerns by any future Government that may
hold views different from those of members
now on the Treasury benches, notwithstand-
ing that that future Government might
have a, majority of the people behind them.
Is it the policy of the Liberals to take
every opportunity which presents itself
of putting measures on the statute-book
which will prevent the will of the people
being given effect to ? Do they want to
leg-rope the people of Western Australia
in the future ? It is useless asking mem-.
bers in this Chamher to drop party actions,
and not to take the opportunity of dis-
cussing matters introduced by the Govern-
mneat, because we have here evidence of the
Government's desire to bring in part of
their policy so as to prevent any future
Government doing something they may
desire to do. The present Government
may occupy their present positions for
a few muonths, but this Bill, if passed,tivill
have application in the future. It will
mean that any future Government, no
matter hlow large its majority, must, before
establishing a, trading concern, approach
Parliament. And I would not so much
object to the provision that we approach
Parliament if Parliament represented the
people. But there are two Houses of
Parliament, one of which comprises re-
presentative, of the exploiters of the country.
and we have to run the gauntlet of that
Chamber. By this Bill the Government
proposes giving power to one House of
Parliament to prevent the will of the'people
being given effect to in the matter of the
establishment of trading concerns. That

is nothing but party legislation, and yet
we on this side are Asked to drop party
politics. Can we, as an Opposition, tamely
sit w~ithout protesting against this attempt
to defeat the will of the people ? If the
Government are prepared to accept the
will of the people on the point they can
obtain an expression of ti-at will to-miorrow.
I doubt whether there has ever been such
an opportunity as has presented itself
during the past few weeks of appealing
to the people.

The Minister for Works: You do not
want an appoal to the people.

Hon. J. SOAT)DAN: It is not a matter
which interests me as an individual, but it
doos interest me as a demnocrat that there
shall be nothing done to prevent thle will
of the people being given expressioni to inL
the statute-book.

Mir. Heitmnann: What will be their cry
next time 7 It was the finances. and
trading concerns formerly.

Hon. J, SCADDAN : Yes. What will be
the next ? Business acumen-that is gone.
So long as thle people have confidence in
me, I shall come here and express my views
to thle best of my ability, in exposing thle
Minister's want of business acumen.

The Minister for Works: You are en-
titled to do that.

Hon. J. SOADDAN: Of course, and it is
so easy too. Can the Government point to
any one department in the administration
of which business acumen has been dis-
played ? Twenty-fivo thousand men have
gone out of the State, which means a great
loss to the community. I ask the Minister
in all seriousness whether hie realises what
the loss to the State actually is by the with-
drawal of those 25,000 men 2

The Minister for Works: What has that
to do with the Bill ?

Hon. J. SOADDAN: It has much to
do with it. The Government should re-
cognise the position and should make
provision to meet it. In every department
the administrative expenditure has been
increased. The West Australian this morn-
ing published official figures.

The Minister for 'Works :- It is not a fact
all the same.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I find there has been
an increase under Special Acts, and that, of
course, is largely made up by the interest
bill. His Excellency the Governor, the
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Houses of Parliament and Treasury show
an increase of £5,700 :education an in-
crease of £8,900 ;Lands and Agriculture,
increase £19,339 ;Public Works, a decrease
of £193-but not in adnmistration, in ex-
penditure on works. And so on in every
department the administrative expenses
hae, increased. Does that shlow the applica-
tion of business acumen ? Surely the Gov-
ernment must appreciate the fact that our
revonue is affected in every direction by
the withdrawal of population. We are told
that the only remedy for the present
fintancial position is increased production;
but we cannot have increased production
when our population in able-bodied workers
is decreasing. We must face the position
as we find it, and the position to-day is that
25,000 men have gone away. According
to Knibbs. the average wealth-producing
value of the population of Australia, man,
woman, and child, is £48 ; in round figures,
say £50. The average value of an able-
bodied wealth-producer would be repre-
sented by five times the average for the
whole population, that is to say, £250 each
individual ; multiply that sum by 25,000.
and it will be seen what the State has lost
by the withdrawal of those men to fight
at the Front. In these circumstances are
our departments to be kept up at the
huge expenditure of the past ? Can wve
afford to increase the cost of departments
and close down Parliament, throwing over-
board all our financial proposals, but
putting through this purely party measure?
We are told this is not a time for party-
bickering. The newspapers published in
St. George's Terrace tell us that. But why
do not the West Australian and the Daily
News expose the true attitude being adopted
by the Government in this Bill?

Mr. Thomas: They got into trouble when
they did-

Hon. J. SCADDAN: They did not get
into much trouble ; they knew the Govern-
ment did not mean it. Whatever may be
individual opinions as to the desirability of
carrying on trading coricerns, there can be
no difference of opinion as to the lack of
urgency for this Bill at the present time.
The Government will not act under it;-
it will not apply to them, because they
would not establish trading concerns in
the first place, and in the second place the
Bill is net required if the Government

desire to sell. Ministers should at least
show sincerity in their utterances. It is
useless the Attorney General claiming to be
a member of a Government wvhich desires,
to see party legislation dropped. Th
Government toll us the3' desire to get int
recess only in order that they may more
closely watch the administration of the
departments. They say they do not want
party bickering, hut what does the Attorney
General mean by this Bill

The Attorney General ;Now start all
over again.

Hon. 3. SCADDAN: I want to ask thle
Attorney General whether hie does not see
in this Bill a distinctly party action on the
part of the Governmtent.

The Attorney General : I cannot we it.
Hen. J. SCADDAN: We had an admis-

sion to-day that someone was deaf; if the
Attorney General cannot see that then he
must be blind. Can the Attorney General
show me any part of the Bill which will
help the Government in something they
want to do which they cannot do now ;
can he tell me there is anything they want
to do in the direction of disposing of trading
concerns that cannot be done if this Bi is
not passed 9 Those are the only two
questions concerned ; and the Attorney
General cannot answel them. If the Bill
is not, required for one or other of those
reasons it is not essential, 'and anything
which is not essential may very well be
added to the slaughtered innocents. The
Attorney General cannot deny, seeing that
he has assisted his colleagues in going back
financially nearly half a million, despite the
fact that they had £314,000 more, that if
it is not now urgent to deal with the finances
there is no present urgency for dealing with
a Bill of this sort. My amendment is that
the Bill be read three months hience.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George - Murray-Wellington -oen

amendment) [10.0]: I do not propose to
follow the leader of the Opposition in all his
ruiliications, but many of his statements
wvere not exactly in accordance with the Bill.
When introducing the measure I stated that
the great bulk of it consisted of clauses
which were necessary in order to put the
State trading concerns on a proper busi-
ness footing. I said that the Bill which had
been brought in by the previous Govern-
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went-I believe in all good faith-was
thought to be going to carry out that pro-
position. It lies been found, however, by
the lprofessional accountants and the Audi-
for General that the Hill did not give that
freedom which was necessary, not only to
keel) the accounts correctly, but to keep)
th'em ceonmially anid assist the concerns.

Hon. P. Collier: We are not contesting
that part of the Bill.

The M.NINISTER FOR WORKS: From
that point of view it, therefore, became
necessary for a Bill to be framed which
would put these concerns upon a proper
footing, and this Bill does it. Of the other
portions of the Bill there wvere two proposi-
tions. One was that no further trading con-
cerns could be established unless the con-
ditions of the Constitution were carried out.
Thre Constitution provides that matters of
this sort shall be dealt with by Parliament.
Parliament means both Houses of Parlia-
ment, and until the Constitution hans been
amended it is imp~ossible for any Govern-
mnent constitutionally to alter the provisiofls

that are there laid down. The other clause
gave the Government p)ower to dispose of
trading concerns if it was thought necessary
and proper to do so. When I introduced
the Bill I could easily have glossed over
these facts, but camne straight out into the
open. -

Hon. P. Collier: We would have dis-
covered it had you done so.

'The MWINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hion. member will admit that if a mani is a
sinner lie will go a long way towards for-
giveness if lie admits his sins.

Hon. P. Collier: Especially if he knows
that everybody will find them out.

Thre MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
Bill is before tine House for its considera-
tion, and an unwarranted action has been
taken this evening on the third reading for
the purpose of discussing it when hion.
members knew full well that, 'unless an
amendment was moved, as has now been
done by the leader of the Opposition, the
Minister in charge would be unable to reply
to any of the arguments that have been
used. That was the reason why I inter-
jected so much during the debate.

Hon. J. Scaddan: I suppose you did not
interject while I was moving the amend-

'Deil which gave you the op)portunity of
speaking.

The )IINISTER FOR WORKS: I only
gave the lion. gentleman what lie asked for.
Withl his usual fi im-flani flag-waving busi-
ness, wvhich lie uses to great advantage, no
doubt, amongst his constituents, the lion.
gentleman wanted to know if this Bill would
wvin the war. No one p~retencled that it was
designed for that purp~ose.

lion. P. Collier: Why arc we bothcring
about it [hin?

'The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
reason is that through the foolishness and
recklessness of the previous Government we
are hampered by a number of trading con-
cerns~

H~on. P. Collier: Your figures do not show
(lint 'you are hampered.

Th le MINISTER FOR WORjKS: We
have to deal with them as trustees of the
State, and we must have the Bill to enable
us to give the trading- concerns a fair chance.
Then tine hon. member asked if this would
square the finances.

Mr. Munsie: Is Ibis a party' measure?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When

this Bill is put into operation, if we are un-
able to dispose of these works and have to
run them, wve will be better able to stop the
drift, even if we do not make a profit, than
under the present conditions. Then the hion.
member asks if this Bill will feed the people.
It is not intended that it should feed the
peCople.

Mr. Munsie: The Bill is intended to gag
the Labour party.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It has
a plain object. The leader of the Opposi-
tion asserted that it did not require an Act
of Parliament to stop the Government from
startia.g any other trading concern because
their policy was against it. He said that
we could sell these concerns without the Bill.
If so, why is be kicking up a bother about
it? If he could defeat this Bill and we could
sell without the Bill, we would have a very
good chance of putting that into operation,
anid lie could not say a word in regard to it.

Mr. Carpenter: You would not have
had the courage.

The MIINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is a stronger position from his side of the
question with an alteration to Clause 25
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than there would be if hie knocked it out
and we proceeded to sell without reference
to Parliament. Tine very alterations of the
clause geave them more protection against
the sale of these concerns than there would
bec if the Bill was knocked out altogether.

Air. 2innsie: It zrives your friends of tine
Upper House mor protect ion against the
est ablishm~ent of' tliher concerns.

The MNINISTERi FORl WORKS: I hope
the lion. member and myself both have
friends in another place.

Hon. AV. C. Angwin: '[he clause w-as
forced upon0f you.

'1he MTINISTER FOR \\'QlUS: The
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
WX. CA. Aug-win) ex pressed the hope that I he
I linistryv would withdraw the Bill. He had

hotter give up the hope) because, if I have
any, thing- to do wvilli it, I le Bill will not be
withdrawn. We shall earry it and carry it
I o-night. I coulds say a lot with regard to the
finances of these different trading concerns,
but will not (10 so. I give the hion. member
this credit, that lie would not like me to
take uip an hour or so in dealing with the
various circumstances that led up to the es-
tablislient of these trading concerns. The
balance sheets showv clearly what has hap-
pened in regard to them. and wre as a Gov-
ernment have to do what we consider ought
to be done and take the responsibility for
so doing. This Bill will enable us to do0
this. What is the use of talking about State
sawmills? They have put through £650,000
worth of trade and the profit on this has been
£1,824. Is there a business man in the gal-
lery or elsewhere who would be satisfied with
that? Even a fried fish shop would do bet-
ter than this wvith its capital. The lion. mem-
ber talks about the implement works which
lost £C60,000 in the course of their tradingr
lip to the 30th June last. Must we not try
to stop that drift?

Mfr. Foley' : Are you trying to talk to the
gallery now?

The M1IMSTER FOR WORKS: I am
trying to talk to intelligent men, but do not
expect to find them on that side of the floor
of the House. The hion. member referred to
the operations at the engineering- works in
connection with the Mundaring Weir. I
admit that we are doing a good job in that
connection, and a job which is a credit to

the work . ]3ut one swallow does not make
a sunnir. The lion. mnemiber drew a horni-
hlc picture about the childrnen (lying for
wanit of good miiilk. The iiiference to he
drawn froni his i-emarks was tlhat this Gov'-
erment would not endeavour to prevent
such a thing.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: I did not say any-
I hing of the kind. I said if this Bill had
bjeen passed at that time this is what would
have been done.

The MZINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
I hat. If the steps then taken saved the life
of only vine child, even if the State dairy cost
a Iazr-e sumn of money-

I-Ion. P. Collier: Which it did not do.
The MTINISTER FOR WORKS: I should

be well content. Anything that we eon do
10 save our infant life we ought to do. I
am qiiite sure that every lion, monitor of
this House wvould condone the action of the
Government in an emergency of that sort.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: That is a different
matter altogether. It was not a legal action
tinder this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: Woold,
not the lion, member agree to committing an
illegal action if it meant the saving of the
lives of the children?

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: I would not take
any notice of it, bat perhaps someone else
w~ould.

The ItINISTER, FOR WORKS: The hion.
member talked about sleepers and the State
sawmills. There were £90,000 worth of
sleepers cut by the late Government in order
to provide men with employment who
"anted it. I do not g-rumble at giving men
employment, and if I had the money and
thie work to do I would give the employment
and take the risk. I did not grumble about
the interest, but simply said that the interest
should be brought to account. I did bring
it to account on the balance sheet, and
'in order to do justice to the manager and to
carry out the promise given by the hion.
member himself, I then put my footnote
on the bottom of the balance sheet, and it
will he found there to-day.

Hon. WV. C. Angrwin: Quite correct.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When

this Bill is passed it will enable all this kind
of thing to he done lawfully. I did it un-
lawfully, but hion. members did not send mne
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to gaol. although they blackguarded me
enough. At all events I tried to square
up. tine ba lance sheets, and dlid so. Tinis
ll, wvhen passed, will assist the Govern-

men I to keep tile accounts of tile tradiln
concerns in rte same wayv as the acconunts
of inivale businesses are kept. The House
perha ps will hardly credit that under the
Audit Act the original vouchers of the
trading- concerns, even vouchers for only
a few pen1ce, have to be sent away from
where they originated to the Treasury,
andl have to be kept there. and that in
order to enable the business of the trading
concerns to be carried on clerks have to be
emnployed to make copies of the vouchers.
This measure stops all that.

Hon. P. Collier: No one objects to that
feature of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I must
explain what the Bill proposes. The memw-
lber for. Fremnantle (Mr. Carpenter) de-
voted the main part of his speech to as-
serting that this is it party measure. If
lion, members opposite think thiat, I. shall
not try to argue them out of their fixed
opinion. Howe~ver, I. told the Opposition
plainly that the policy of the Labour party
was to establish trading concerns, wvhile
the p)olicy of the Liberal party 'was against
the establishment of trading concerns. All
the flip-flap and talk in the world against
that will make no difference.

Mir. Carpenter: Is that not saying this
is a party measure?

Tihe MINISTER FOR WORKS: So far
as the Government are concerned, thle Bill
is there and we intend to carry it. Unfor-
tunately I am suffering from a bad cold;
butt if lhon, members wish to discuss the
measure further they can do so as far as
you, Sir, will permit. Wlith that I commend
the measure to the House, and I think that
when it gets into operation it will be a
good thing both for the State trading con-
cerns and for Western Australia.

[The Deputy Speaker (Air. Carpenter)
took thie Chair.]

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [ 1O.18J : I
support the amendment. When the people
of Western Australia were last appealed to,
the majority expressed themselves in favour

of the establishment of State trading con-
cerns. '[hat being so, and seeing that at the
very longest only eight months call elapse
bel'ore line people will be aplpealed to again,
I1 tail to see why the Government want to
press this Bill now. Probably the Govern-
mnict willI deiry, though t here should be no
dlenying, that the Bill has been introduced
for- only. one purpose-thant of preventing.
the Labour party, if they get a majority in
the Assembly, from establishing State trad-
ing concerns. At all events, that is the main
object of the measure. It is for that reason
every member onl this side of the House
hits opp~osed the Bill at every stage, although
wve are qullite prepared to assist the Govern-
ment in putting the trading concerns on
abhsol utely sound l)usiness lines. Personally,
I am prepared to render assistance towards
that end to-night. 1.w ould have been quite
prepared to support the measure bad the
Gloverunnent agreed to the deletion of the
clauses wvhicht were deleted in this House,
retaining only the machinery clauses for
tire better administration of the trading
conlcerns.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It would not assist
hem then. It would not he in order then.
Mr. MTJNSIF: 1 am prepared to assist

the present or ally future Government to
put the tradiing concerns onl sound business
lunes. But howv cart the present Government
claim that that is the object of the Bill
when, tinder this measure, the Upper House
will be able to prevent any future Govern-
meat from establishing any trading eon-
cern whatsoever? Let me refer to the re-
marks of tile Minister for Railways. He
asked what good the trading concerns had
done to anybody in this State. Outside the
implement works, he said, the trading con-
cerns had not given employment to one in-
dividual. By interjection I inquired of the
Minister how many men had been employed
in the karri mills; but he made no reply.
I wish to contradict flatly one statement
made by the Minister, and to say that the
late Government, in establishing State saw-
mills in the karri country, were not entering
into competition with any private timber
conmpany in this State. It is many years
ago since Millars' timber company operated
in karri. The whole of their mills are now
op~erating in jamrb. The State sawmills,
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with the exception of the Railway Depart-
mnent's mill-whtich outs exclusively for local
consumption-are not cutting a stick of
jut-mat. 1 wvas greatly surprised by the
remarks of the Minister for Railways, who,
more thtan any other member of this House.
is looked upon as a breezy optimuist. The
lion, gentleman practically decried every-
thing with the exception of settling people
on the land. 1 ask, is it a fair thing to
condemn, in particular, the State sawmills,
seeing that we have the statement of oar
experts that the karri forests of WVestern
Austmnlia are worth 15 millions of i-oney.
Tlhe Minister casis that statement to the
winds. 'Why? Because lprivatle enterprise
has a monopoly of jarrab, and he therefore
wants jarrah alone to supply the markets
of the world, It is a shamne that nay niem-
ber of' this House should decry such an in-
dustry as the kerni industry. The late Gov-
ernment deserve every credit foir entering
into the powellising agreement and for es-
tablishing karri mills, thereby turning one
of our unutilised natural resources into a
marketable commodity. Moreover, the late
Government were endeavouring to do what
the present Minister for Railways has for
many years been trying to do-make the
karri country available for dairying. It
is recognised that the kerni lands are the
mnost suitable ia this State for the
dairying industry. Thus the establishment
ofi State sawmills served the double purpose
of converting the karri into marketable tim-
ber anti rendering it possible, by clearing
the land, for this State to supply its own
requirements in the way of dairy products.
being a trades hall party. I personally am
T realise the uselessness of urging these con-
siderations on the Minister for Works, who
has definitely told uts that lie intends to carry
the Bill in spite of all opposition. How-
ever, 1 will not let the Bill pass without re-
cording my personal protest, at all events.
A good deal has been said by the Minister
as to the late Government being a trades hall
Government, as to the party on this side
being a trades ball party. I personally am
proud to he a member of the trades hall of
this or any other country, and I am proud
to be a unionist and a representative of the
Lnbour party. When asked whether this
measure was introduced for the purpose of

[75]

winning the war, or for the purpose of
squaring the finances, or for the purpose of
helping our people to feed and clothe them-
selves, the _1inister for Works replied that
the measure was not introduced for any of
those purposes. I contend its purpose is to
gag the Labour party in case they should
get into power. The -Minister cannot deny
that. it is absolutely surprising to hear the
Mlinister refuse to accept the figures quoted
by the leader of the Opposition and by the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hlon.
AV. C. Angwin) from the Government's own
Treasury figures. The -Minister will insist
that the State trading concerns are the cause
of the deficit. 1 contend that had it not been
for these trading concerns the present Gov-
ernment would have reached the two-million
limit inside five months instead of in eight
mnonthis. The Treasurer himself estimates
that during this financial year lie will re-
ceive £106,000 from the trading concerns.
If they maintain their present average, he
will receive from them over £140,000 in these
12 months. And still we find Ministers abso-
lntely decrying the trading concerns. In
Spite of the cry of the present Government
that party politics should be dropped and
party measures withheld, never in the five
years I have been a member of Parliament
have I known a measure of aL more strongly
party nature titan this to be introduced.
We have been asked why wve oppose the Bill.
I interjected, "Because it is opposed to our
principles." I wish to emphasise that state-
inont nlow. I support the amendment be-
cause the Bill is opposed to the principles
of the party of which I am a member, and
beenause I b~elieve it is opposed to the wishes
of the majority of the people of Wes tern
Australia. We would be poor old -represen-
tatives of the people if we did not take
every opportunity of voicing what we be-
lieve to be the opinion of the majority of
the people, and thereby doing our utmost to
prevent the present Government from gag-
ging future Administrations. I hope the
amendment will be carried, because the mea-
sure can be of no advantage whatever to the
present Government. There is not much
fear of their attempting to establish State
trading concerns. They admit their policy
is against State trading concerns. Further,
in existing, conditions there is nothing to pre-
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vent the Government from selling the State
trading concerns if they are game to do it.
Ministers have gained the Treasury bench
by absolute misrepresentation of the position
as regards the trading concerns uinder our
administration. They dare not face the peo-
ple if they get rid of those concerns.I
challenge them to sell any one of the con-
cerns. If they did, the people would rise
in their wrath against the Government, andI
send back the Labour party not only with a
majority, but with 34 against 16, as in 1011,
so making a clean sweep of the Government
attempting to interfere with established in-
dustries which to-day are conclusively pro%--
ing themselves to be in the best interests of
the people of Western Australia.

Question (that the word "now" proposed
to be struck out stand part of the question)
put and passed.

The DEIPUTY SPEAKER: The question
now is that the words, "This day six months"
be added.

Question put and negatived.
The PREMIUER (Hon. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [10.35]: 1 move-
That the wuords "on Tuesday next" be

inserted.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Question put and a division taken with)

the following result:-
Ayes .. . .16

Noes . .. .. 13

Majority for .. 3

Arts.

MrI .
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,

Allen
l3utcber
Connolly
Cunningham
George
Gilchrist
Harrison
Letroy

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Cheeson
Mr. Collier
Mr, Foley
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Lambert

Pair: FVor-Mr. E.
IHon. W. D. Johnson.

Nets

Mr. Mitchiell
Mr. Plesse
Mr. Robinson
Mr. Smith
Mdr. Thomson
Mr. Veryard
Mr. F. Wiltton
Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Muliany
Mr. Munsie
Mr. Seaddan
Mr, Tray
Mr. Walker
Mr. O'togblen

(Teller.)
.Johnston; Against-

Question thus passed.
Question as amended put and passed.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

The FRIIER (H~on. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [10.40] 1 nimove-

.That the following Orders of the Day
be discharged:

Enemy Sub jecis Disability Bill-To be
read a second time,

Betting Suppression Bill-To be -read
a second time.

Entertainments and Retail Sales Taxa-
tionr Bill. -S econd reading. Adjourned
debate (Mr. Scaddan).

Totalisator ))uty Act A mendment Bill.
-To be considered in Committee.

Permanent Reservei Act Amendment
Bill-To be read a second time.

Permanent Reserves Bill (N'o. S).-To
be read a second time.

Permanent Reserves Bill (.Vo 2).-
C.ommittee Pro gress, Clause 2.

Special Lease Enabling Dill.-Second
reading. Adjourned debate (M4r. Hud-
son).-

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.41]:
Does the Premier intend to go on

Ron. J1. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : This is not going on. There is no-
thing debatable in this.

Hon. P. COLL]ER: There is only about
a wveek's debate.

The Attorney General: Are you going
to obstruct the business of the House?

Hon. P. COLLIER: You may call it oh-
strtiction.

The Attorney General: It is a threat.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are entitled to
some explanation, some reasons why tbis
whole batch of most important Hills should
be discharged from the Notice Paper. Let
us consider sonie of these Bills. There is the
Enemy Subjects Disability Bill. I do not
know that that will be much loss.

The Attorney General: You promised
to support it, any way.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Then we have the
Betting Suppression Bill. Why is it not
proposed to go on with that? It is a Bill
upon which the Government almost staked
their existence, a measure which was con-
sidered important enough for the Govern-
ment to invoke the aid of the united
churches of thle State, and to call a public
meeting in the Perth town hall, with a view
to securing endorsement for the measure.
The Colonial Secretary invoked for the
Bill the aid of practically all the peo-
ple in this State. I do not know
whether it wvas because hie failed to secure
a full measure of support at the public
meeting that the Government have got cold
feet in respect of the Bill. Members are
entitled to protest against the reasons given
to the public for the dropping of the Bill.
In justification of the Government's change
of front, the Colonial Secretary 'has said
that after a careful counting of heads in the
Assembly hie Government had come to the
conclusion that they could not reinstate
the Bill as first introduced in the Council.
The Colonial Secretary land no justification
for such a statement. By that statement
he and the Government have attempted to
place upon this House the responsibility
for the dropping of the Bill, whereas it
should be allowed to rest on their own
want of courage. Shall we ever forget
the eloquence with which the Colonial Sec-
retary declared that at a time like this
it was criminal that the people should he
patronising horse-racing to the extent they
wvere doing. Notwithstanlding all the pro-
testations on the part of the Government
for reform in this direction, we now have a
proposal to discharge the Bill from the
Notice Paper. Is the Bill being dropped
because of the hostility of the Attorney
General?1

Hon. J. Scaddan: You bet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Attorney Gen-
eral became visihly annoyed when I rose to
oppose this motion. Is his annoyance due
to the fact that he does not see eye-to-eye
with his colleagues on this question. Is it
a fact that the Bill is being dropped because
the Attorney General threatened to risign if
the Government persevered with it? All the
arguments advanced by Ministers during

recent months in support of the Bill apply
to-day with even greater force than they
did yesterday. Yet forsooth it is proposed
to drop the measure without a wvord of ex-
planation. And in this connection', too,
it is somewhat remarkable that the mem-
bers of the various churches, with the ex-
ception of thle one gentleman who deserted
at thle last moment, although so emphatic
in their claims that this Bill was necessary
and essential at the present time, not one,
so far, as I have been able to observe or
read, has offered any protest against the
aiction of the Government in dropping the
Bill. Why is this? Are they satisfied with
the lame, halting and inaccurate explana-
tion given by the Colonial Secretary? I
say the Colonial Secretary had no right, no
foundation in fact and no justification what-
ever for placing the blame for the dropping
of this Hill on the members of this House.
How does the Colonial Secretary, or any
other member of the Government, know in
what directLion members of this House in-
tended voting, or would have voted had thle
Bill been gone on with? No one knows how
I, at any rate, wvould vote, and I believe no
one knows how any other member of this
House wvould vote. How can members of
the Government justify the statement for
placing the blame on this House for the
dropping of this Bill? The real reason the
Bill is dropped is because the Government
have not the courage to go on with it in the
face of the hostility shown, particularly the
hostility of a large number of residents in
thle Canning electorate. That is the reason
it is being dropped; there is no use in beat-
ing about thle bush. It is because of the fact
that a large number of the electors of Can-
ning, who wvere responsible for the return
of the Attorney General to this House, made
il quite plain to the Government
that if this Bill were persevered with,
there wvould perhaps be a different state
of affair-s existing after the next
elections. And because of that attitude,
the Government proposes throwing over-
board the Bill they themselves have told the
country is essential for the welfTare of the
State at this particular time. Whilst we
have spent the whole of this sitting consid-
ering a Bill which is of absolutely no im-
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portanee, and which can have no possible
effect uPon the position of the country,
either now or in the months ahead1 yet we
have not five minutes to spare in this House
for tle consideration of a measure of this
nature. Is that the way the Government
propose to justify themselves-taking up
the time of the House considering a Trad-
ing Concerns Bill, and yet on an important
mittter of this kind, important not on my
assertion, hut on theiz own, they are not
prepared to go on? I say that a Bill which
has been regarded as sufficiently important
to call a public meeting in the capital city
,of this State, and which was considered im-
portant enough to invoke the aid of practi-
,cally all the churches to assist its passage,
is important enough for this House to de-
vote a few hiours. of its time in discussion,
rather than the Bill we have been discussing
this afternoon. And yet, I repeat, without
a word of explanation it is proposed to
thrxow the Bill over. No matter what our
desire may hie for getting into recess, if the
country requires legislation of this charac-
ter, and the Government has said the coun-
try does require it, it is our duty to stay
here and go on with that work; and we shall
be neglecting the work we are expected to
perform if we -do not do so. There never
-was greater need in the history of this Slate
for this House to consider important mea-
sures of thi kind than there is at present.
We shall be doing more good, and he doing
the wdrk we 'have been sent here to do, if
we give our attention to these matters
rather than by going into -recess. Then we
have the next till, No. 4, which is also pro-
posed to he abandoned, the Entertainments
and Retail Sa]'es Taxation Bill. What has
become of that Bill!

The Minister for Works: Were you going
to support it?

nion. P_ COLLIER: There may be some
things in it I would support, and I presume
the bon. member considers it worth sup-
porting seeing that his Government intro-
duced it. That ]I was brought in for the
purpose of meeting, or helping to meet, the
deficit on the year. When the Treasurer
introduced his financial statement he esti-
mated that he would have a deficit on the
-year of something like £480,00('; and he pro-

posed to meet at least half of that by the
introduction of certain taxation proposals,
chief of which was this Entertainments and
Betail Sales Taxation Bill. The Treasurer
estimated that from this source and from
the amusement tax lie would receive no less
a snin than £150,000 during the present
linancial year. Seeing that when the Trea-
surer announced his intention of introdec-
rag this Bill lie estimated a deficit of
£C480,000 for the whole year; and seeing also
that in the eight months of the year which
have elapsed we have a deficit of £690.000.
as against an estimated deficit for the 12
months of £480,000, surely if this Bill was
necessary in order to help reduce the deficit,
when introduced, I say that the three months
which have since elapsed have rendered this
or some other taxation proposal doubly
necessary. If taxation were necessary when
tire estimated deficit was under half a mil-
iion, surely now that we are going on at the
rate of a million deficit at the end of the
financial year-wa shall have just reached a
deficit of a million pounds on the average.
deficit for the past eight months by tire end
of June next-if we are faced with a short-
age on revenue account for the year of a
million pounds, are we doing our duty in
lightly proposing to throw on one side taxa-
tion proposals of this nature? Will the
Treasurer tell tire House that the £150,000
he estimated to receive from this Bill is not
needed now even more than when he made
his financial statement in November? Or is
it proposed to abandon this Bill because its
introdilction aroused such a hue and cry
from the general public of the State? We
wvere to have a tax of 15 per cent. upon
cordials, aerated waters, tobacco, cigarettes,
smokers' requisites, jewellery, musical in-
struments, and other articles classed as lux-
uries. I think the House is entitled to know
why the Treasurer has altered his wind.

The Premier: The House has had that
statement.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When?

The Premier: In the House about three
weeks ago.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The statement that
you proposed to drop these Bills?
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The Premier: No, the reasons for it.

lion. P. COLLIER: I do not recollect
that. 'The reasons given by the Treasurer
were that ha considered it was too late in
the financial year, that it would be now
advisable to drop these Bills so that the
Government might get into recess and thus
have time to effect economy wherever pos-
sible, and he in a position to meet the Hlouse
early in' the new financial year with new
taxation Iproposals, Are these reasons ade-
quate? lHow has the financial position of
(lie State been altered since the Treasurer
brought down his Budget in a way that
would justify the throwing over of these
Bills now? The only manner in whichi
it has been altered has been for the
worse. It is altered in the way of
jostifying them, and additional taxation as
well, if we are to keep) the revenue and ex-
penditure anywhere within hounds. The
Treasurer, in introducing his financial state-
ment. last November, said that there were
only two courses open to the Government,
namely retrenchment or taxation, that the
Government preferred the latter, and tha.
they considered they wvould he neglecting
their duty if they did not insist upon addi-
tional taxation. This was at a time when he
estimated a deficit of £480,000 on the year's
transactions. Since 'November we have a
deficit for the first eight months of the year
of £.690,0ao. in the face of these figures
will not the Government he neglecting their
duty ten times more at the present time in
removing these Bills from the Notice Paper
than when the Premier uttered those words
in November last? He said-

I am not asking the people to bear any
undue burden.

if he is not asking them to do this why is
he not going on with the burden, and why
is lie not asking the people to take up this
burden, which lie in November last declared
was not an undue one. Is there any justifi-
cation or reasonable ground which would
bear one moment's investigation? I sa :Y
there is absolutely none. The financial posi-
tion is more desperate to-day than it ever
was in the history of the State. The ship
of State is sinking financially at a greater
rate [han it has ever been sinking before.
This Government have absolutely submarined

the State, and it is rapidly going out of
sight. he said further-

To-day we are the lowest taxed people
in the Commonwealth.

Incidcen tally I am pleased to have that ad-
mission from the Treasurer. After five
years of Labour rule in this State we have
it, on [lie testimony of the Treasurer, that
the people of Western Australia are tbe
lowest taxed peolple in the Commonwealth.
lie said-

1 am satisfied that the people of West-
eirn Australia are not going to prove them-
selves sLickers iii connection with the ad-
iustment of the State's; finances.

N\o! I quite agree with the Premier that
the peCople of WNestern Australia will not
porove themselves slackers so far as carry-
ing a [air share of the hurden of taxation
which will stop the drift in the tinances.
Who has been proved to be the slackers
in connection with taxation? Are not the
Government themselves the slaekers whiere
taxation is concerned?7 The people have
not indicated that they aire not prepared to
undlertnke their fair shiai'e of taxation, but
thie Government have proved themselves
slacicers upon a matter which they them-
selves declared it wvas their duty to go on
with. He said furthier-

T'his position must hie met by the intro-
duzetion of fresh taxation and by the exer-
cise of most rigid economy throughout the
Service.

Are we getting that rigid economy which
we have so often heard about?

Time Premier: You afford us a lovely
chance of giving it to you.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I do not see that we
are stopping it.

TIe Premier: You are.

lon. P. COLLIER: The monthly re-
tuns, month by month, show that this coun-
try is not -getting any of that rigid economy
of which the Premier has spoken.

The Premier: They show that your in-
terest and sinking fend bill is killing this
State.

D~on. P. COLLIER:- The interest and
sinking fund bill for the last eight months
has amountedl to £80,'000.

The Premier: And yours to £750,000.
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I-on, P. COLLIER: This does not ac-
count for the deficit increasing to such an
extent. As a matter of fact the surplus
from our trading concerns comes to three
timies the amiount of the interest and sink-
ing fund~ of this year. I em not one of
those who say that the Government should
wipe out the deficit in one year, or even in
two years9.

MYr. Taylor: They want to fund it.
Hon. F. COLLIERt: In the course of his

Budget statement the Premier estimated a
deficit of £480,000 for the year, and pro-
posed to meet £270,000 of that by way of
taxation, leaving somewhere about £260,000
as a debit balance on the year's operation.
By the abandonment of his taxation lpro-
posals, however, instead of ending up the
year as estimated with a deficit of £250,000
lie wvill end it upl with a deficit of a million
pounds, only three-qluarters of a maillion
pounds out. On the Premiicr's own. figures
and judging from present indications this is
what u-ill happen. Notwithstanding the
fact that the deficit shows evidence of being
three-quarters of a million in excess of whant
the Premier estimated we are making no
provision whatever to meet it. There is
not the slightest attempt to stop the drift
or meet the position as we find it to-day.

The Minister for Works: H-ow do you
know what we are doing?

Hon. P. COLLTE R: Wo know what the
lion, member is doing in regard to legisla-
tion. It is only by means of taxation that
the deficit canl be seriously tackled, because
I am convinced that the Government can-
not reduce the ,iionthly _balance onl tbe
wrong side to any cbonsidferable extent by
way of economies. That statement is borne
out by thle evidence of the last eight months
and by the figures which have been pub-
lished month by mionth. The Government
are indeed going in quite the opposite direc-
tion. Taking the eight months of last year
of the Labour Government in conjunction
with the corresponding period of the present
Government we find that there is only a
difference in the revenue of £908. The pre-
sent Government, therefore, have obtained
p~ractically thai same revenue as the Scaddan
Government obtained for that period.
Although the revenue kept up we
find that the expenditure of the pre-

sent Government, again taking these
correspoiiding periods, was in excess by an
amiount of no less than £187,042. '1 asked
the Minister for Works if lie can show any
indication of rigid economy in the figures. I
have just quoted. H-ave we ainy evidence of
eonomiy there? None whatever. I admit
that if the Government took steps suddenly
to reduce the deficit b 'y way of retrench-
inent or rigid economies or otherwise, the
result would be seriously to dislocate trade
and commerce in this State. But I contend
that, if the Government can make out a goodl
tase for not reducing the monthly deficit,
they can make out absolutely no ease for
pcrniLitting~ thle deficit to increase-absoluitely
none whatever. What explanation do the
Government offer for the increase of the
mnonthly deficit? Whilst the Scaddan Gov-
ernment's deficit, spread over their whole
termi of office, averaged £23,000 per mionth,
the present G1overnment's. deficit for eight
months averages £80,000 monthly. Abso-
lutely no exlplanation is offered by lpreseilt
31lin isters. We are told merely that the
financial position is due to our blundering
incapacity, to our extravagance on all hands,
to our sq uandering of public money. Those
are the expressions which were given out to
the public every morning, at breakfast. Not-
withstanding that squandering (luring our
term1 of office, squandering dne to our blun-
dering incapacity, we find that now-if the
monthly returns count for anything-he
squlandering is more than trebled. In the
face of these figures, which arc left entirely
without ex planation or Justification, the
Premier pro])oses to throw his taxation pro-
posals overboard. Is the State to be allowed
to drift to leeward at the rate of one niillion
pounds per annum? That is the question
the public are asking, and the question the
Government have to answer. Their advent
to office was justified by their newspapers,
by their supporters, and by themselves on
the public platform-

Hon. J. 1). Connolly (Honorary Minister):
And justified by the actions of the last
Government.

Hon. P. COLLIER : If that is so, what
is the position to-day ? The alliance or
combination or fusion, whatever it may
be, which resulted in placing present
Ministers on the Treasury bench was brought
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about, we are told, because of the extreme
and urgent need for some drastic steps to
stop the financial drift. What steps have
been taken ? What results have been
obtained ? Instead of a deficit of £460,000
as last year, the Government are going
to have a deficit this year of a million.
The position would not be so bad if the
Government proposed to make some effort
to relieve it. But that can be done only
by the introduction of fresh taxation.
And yet Ministers at the dictation of the
Country party have decided to abandon
the whole of their taxation prpsas
The combination which brought the Govern.
went into office for the p~urpose of squaring
the finances has proved a total failure.
To-day the country has received the in-
formation that it has crossed the two.
million mark in the way of a deficit.

Mr. Thomson: You helped towards that,
you know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; but not to
the same extent as it is being helped now.
The Premier stated that he expected to
get £1650,000 from the Entertainments and
Retail Sales Taxation Bill.

The Minister for Works : Well, hie is
not going to get it. Are you not satisfied,
with all your friends?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister need
not trouble about may friends. This House
wvill not be doing its duty if it goes into re-
cess without making some provisioni for
the financial situation as we find it at the
present time. Ministers have abandoned
their taxation proposals at the behest or
dictation of seven members of this House.
That is what it amounts to. Even seven
members should not have the right to
dictate a financial policy either to this
House or to the Government, who out-
number them two to one. No argument

-that could be advanced would be so eloquent
as the figures published in this mnorning's
newspaper. The two millions deficit will
provide an excellent theme for the "' Chance
the ducks club " in the next issue of the
Sunday Times. This House will not be
doing its duty to the country if it adjourns
before an attempt has been made to pro-
vide for the deficit. The Government can
introduce some other measures of taxation
which w~ill meet with the endorsement of
the majority of the members of the House.
The Totalisator Duty Act Amendment Bill

was another measure which was going to
bring in considerable revenue and it was
going to assist in some measure of reform
as far as horse racing was concerned. This,
however, along with many others is to
go overboard. Then we have the Income
Tax Bill and the Dividend Duty tax. With
regard to the former it wvas proposed to
provide for an increased income tax of 2d.
in the f and the Treasurer himself declared
over and over again that this would be an
equitable form of taxation. Why then
was not the Premier going on with it?

The Premier: I have never discussed it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. gentleman

has intimated his intention of dropping one
of the income tax bills.

The Premier: My motion refers to Nos.
2 to 9 inclusive on the Notice Paper.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Does the Premier
intend to go on with the Income Tax Bill?

The Premier: The list you mentioned
does not even include the Diividend Duties
Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Premier will
indicate that lie intends to go on with this.
I will not take so much exception to his
motion.

The Premier : I am going to withdraw
these and introduce others.

Hon. P. COLLIER: By so doing the
Premier is not making provision for addi-
tional revenue from income tax this year.
The only taxation measure which the
Government have gone on with has been
that relating to stamp duties. He esti-
miated receiving £237,000 from increased
taxation and hie is only going to obtain
£15,000 from stamp duties. That means
that he is throwing overboard £222,000.

The Premier: How much of that would
you get in the next three months?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier knows
it is a common practice to make these
measures restrospective from the beginning
of January in which case the Premier
would have six months in wvhich to collect
the additional revenue.

The Premier: The money could not be
collected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course it could.
It has been frequently done in connection
with taxation. If is the duty of every
member to enter a protest against the action
of the Government and if the Premier likes
we can make the question of taxation a
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national one. Something should be done
to stem the deplorable drift which has
been going on during the past eight months.
A deficit of a million p)ounds this year is
an Australian record. Again I enter my
protest against discharging the taxation
measures from the Notice Paper.

Question put and passed ; Orders dis-
charged.

]3ILL-LNN) AND INCOME TAX.

Order discharged.
On motion by Premier Order of the Day

discharged from the Notice Paper.

BILL-LAND AN])T INCOME TAX
(No. 2).

Introduced by the Premier and read
a first time.

Second Reading.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [11 '30] in moving the second
reading said: The Bill I am now submitting
to the House is a repetition of the measure
which was passed last year. As hon.
members know, it has to be re-enacted each
year. I propose that we should re-enact
exactly the Eaflie rate as last year; then,
after the close of the financial year, when
the House meets again, wve shiall be prepared
to make further proposals in regard to
increased levies from income tax. Even
if we were to pass the Bill new, we could
not secure from its operations anything
like the amount originally estimated. To
collect a half year's rate we must impose
the tax for the whole year, and, therefore,
the original plan would be unworkable. In
the circumnstances the Government think
the coarse I propose the better one to
pursue.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

fn Committee, etcetera.

Mr. Holnmn in the Chair ; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and

o report adopted.
Read a third time and transmnittedto
n oncil.

BILL-DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
A.ME2\% DDMUENT.

Discawrge of Order.

Thle PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson--
Sussex) [1i-33]: I move-

That the Order of the Day be discharged.

The reason for this is that the Dividend
Duties Act is a continuous Act, and, there-
fore, it is unniecessary to introduce a new
Bill.

Hon, J. SCADDAN-\ (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[1] 34]: I1 desire to eater an emphatic
protest against the dropping of all taxation
Bills. So critical is the position of the
finances that in my view the House ought
not to prorogue until the Government
shall have announced how they propose to
meet the position. We are not the only
State or countr y in which increased ex-
penditu-e on a fallig revenue has had to be
faced. Other places have been courageous
enough to meet the position, but our Govern-
ment seem desirous of avoiding all responsi-
bility until such time as; perhaps by an
appeal to the country, they shall have
strengthened their forcd. The position
here, representing as it does merely domestic
legislation, can be much more easily met
than that in Great Britain, where they have
had to face war conditions. According to
British Treasury experts Great Britain has
provided for the interest and sinking fund
of its colossal war debt twice over by the
imposition of new taxes. The Eastern
States of Australia have followed similar
lines.

The Premier: When?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Ever since war
broke out. From the very first session
after the outbreak of war they have in-
creased their taxation proposals according
to demands. If the G-overnment of this
State have not the courage to do the same,
Parliament will have to do it. The total
debt, of Great Britain on 29th July, 1916,
wvas in round figures three thousand millions.
If the war continues to the end of the present
month it is estimated that the debt will be
three and a-half thousand millions. The
p~resent debt averages 4j per cent. interest;
add one per cent. sinking fund, and tile
total annual charge on the debt new is
150 million. Prior to the war the expenses,
including interest charges, were 200 million
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per annum. The revenue for the current
year, due to the imposition of extraordinary
income and excise taxes, will be 500 million.
Deducting 200 million as the normal rate
of expenditure there still rmauins 300
million for now interest and sinking fund,
which is twice the amount now required.
Even if the national debt reaches four
thousand millions, with interest at 5 per
cent, and one 1)er cent. sinking fund, the
present revenue wvill meet all current ex-
penditure, as well as the colossal war drain,
and will still leave a comfortable surplus.
There they have faced thle position, and we
also have to faew it. We control only
domestic affairs. The cost of the conduct
of the war falls on the entire population of
the Commonwealth, but even here within
a State we are subject to abnormal con-
ditions, and we must meet them. We
cannot go onl borrowing from tire Old Land,
becaus they can no longer help us in that
regard. It is essential that we should put
our house in order. Yet we are doing noth-
ing. The Government say, " Give us recess,
and we will afterwards come back and tell
you what we intend to do." The position
must be faced, and Parliament must share
with the Government the resp)onsibility
of facing it, which we cannot do if we throw
all these Bills overboard.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex-in reply) [11-40]: it is all very
well for the leader of the Opposition to
talk about facing the position. He was
invited to take part in tile solving of the
financial problem and in connection with
the taxation proposals. He knows that
although hie himself was willing to do this.
the bon. members supporting his party
refused to permit him to do so.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You got advice but
would not accept it.

The PREMIER: We wanted to make it
a non-party matter. We shall square the
finances in due time, however, without
the help of hon. members opposite, but under
the circumstanees I will not attempt to
do so within a period of only seven or
eight months. I have to plumb the depths
to which thle maladministration of my
friends opposite has brought the State.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You will not plumb
them in London.

The PREMIER: The member fer
Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) has detained

[76]

thle House for thle last hour or so repeating
a lot of fulsome figures from which he
cannot prove anything. H1e charged me

with the r ssbility of a deficit of a
million. During tire first month of ,the
financial year during which the lion. gentle-
men op)posite were in possession of the
Treasury ]Benches, they accumulated a
deficit of £130,000, but in spite of this the
lion, member calmly tacks i; on to me.
If I worked onl the calculation which my
lion. friends opposite are so much in the
habit of making and multiplied that by
12 we would be justified in having a deficit
of £1,560,000 for the full 12 months. Ben.
members opp)osite are constantly making
calculations concerning thle small deficit
which accumulated during the first two
moniths of the financial year when I went
out of office. Thle leader of the Opposition,
when Premier, accumulated a deficit of
£180,000 in one month. I amn writing off
£93,000, and indeed have written it all off.
Moneys have been expended and not
charged up, and to use his own figures there
has been an increase in the interest and
sinking fund Bill of over £200,000 in one
fell swoop.

Hon. J. Scaddan What about the
£314,000 on the trading concerns?

The PREMIER: There is thle accumu-
lated deficit during the past eight months
which they must be responsible for, although
they twitted mes with having created the
position. We hrave been sitting on arid
off with brief adjournments, for special
purposes, for over bight. months. Do
members opposite want to sit on for 12
months ? If they want to they can have
the whole summer in the Chamber so far
as I am concerned. Do they consider,
however, that Ministers, whilst listening to
these tirades against them late at night,
can do effective work in their departments
and face problems of this description?
If so, they are asking us to do something
they were never capable of doing them-
selves.

Hon. J. Scaddan: You expected us to
do it. You got there because you believed
you could do it.

Thie PREMIER: I have explained the
reasons why the Government proposed to
adopt this course.

Hon. J. Scaddan: No, you have not.
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The PREMIER: The statement was
made to the House.

Hon. 3. Scsaddan: Did you tell us you
have to do it by instruction ?

The PREMIER: I explained the reasons
which actuated us in this decision.

I-on. J. Scaddan;- This direction.

The PREMIER:- I do not know if the
House wishes mne to go through the whole
of the details again. At any rate I do not
propose to do so. I think they fully
understand the position. Our policy is
now to get through the business and release
lion. members and ourselves, -o that they
may take a well earned rest, and so that
we may take up the harder work in our
departments.

Hon. J. Scaddan: I like that.

The PREMIER: I ask thu House to
agree to the motion I have just moved.

Question put and passed ; Order dis-
charged.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Order discharged.
Order of the Day read for the resumption

of the debate on the second reading of the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act
Amendment Bill.

The PREMIER (Ron. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [LIIb 45] : 1 move-

Thka the Order of the Day be discharged.

If this motion is carried, I intend to sub-
stitute another Bill for this one.

Question put and passed ; Order dis-
charged.

BILL-LAND AiND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).

All Stages.
Introduced by the Premier and read

a first time.

Second Reading.
The PREMIER (Hen. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [11-46] in moving' the second
reading said: I do not intend to detain
hon. members more than a minute or two.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Why can you not move
the second reading at the next sitting ?
This is not the same as the other Bill.

The PRE 31ER : It is exactly the same
as the other Bill.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Surely there is no
urgency about it..

The PREMIER : There is. If the hon.
member wishes, however, I will postpone
the matter until Tuesday.

lion. J. Scaddan:- It is really amending
legislation. It is not re-enacting existing
legislation.

The PREMIER:, It is just a machinery
Bill. It is to provide first of all that the
financial year, the year ending the 30th
June, shall be the year preceding the year
of assessment. In other words, instead of
ending up our year on, and making the re-
turns date as up to the 31 st December, as
previously, they will date themn up to the
30th June, and the returns will be made on
profits earned during the financial year.
This is intended to bring the matter into
conformity with the Conimonweafth pro-
cedure, so that the returns provided for
Commonwealth taxation purposes may also
be utilised for State taxation purposes.
This has been demnanded and asked for by
the w~hole community, and will prevent a
lot of trouble. The object is to bring our
.taxation into conformity with these of the
Federal Taxation Department. We pro-
pose that we shall endeavour not only to do
this so far as the year is concerned, but that
wve shall later on be able to utilise exactly
the same return forms. The Commissioners
of Taxation are to meet and devise some
system whereby the same returns shall be
utilised for both State and Federal taxation
purposes, and later onk it is proposed to
make an arrangement whereby all the work
is done at one central office. This will bring
everything into conformity with the resolu-
tions passed at various Premiers' con-
ferences, with which resolutions the leader
of the Opposition is familiar. One clause
of the Bill provides that the incomes from
personal exertion of soldiers and sailors
absent from the State shall be exempt from
taxation ; but that does not apply to any
income they may receive by way of rent from
property or of interest. Then there is the
clause which, as I have explained, was
found necessary, giving the right of mutual
exchange of information between our Com-
missioner of Taxation on the one hand and
the Federal Coimmissioner of Taxation and
other States' commissioners of taxation on
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the other hand. The last clause will enable
our Commnissioner of Taxation to use informa-
tion obtained by him by virtue of the
existing land and income tax legislation, in
legal proceedings brought under any other
Act, such as the Stamip Act, for instance.
Nowv lie has to keep such informnation secret.
That is the sumt total of the Bill. It corn-
prse the clauses of the measure which has
been withdrawn, except those clauses dealing
with the exemptionls under our existing
taxation law. I move-

That ihe Bill. be now read a second
lime.
Mr. BUJTCHER{ (IRoebourno) (lH-62]:

I hope that when the measure is in Comn-
mnittee the Premier will lie prepared to
accelpt an amendment in regard to returns
due from pastoralists. Up to the present
that phase of the question has been entirely
overlooked. No reference has ever been
made to any of those who represent the
pastoral industry, to ascertain whether the
date fixed for making returns was suitable
for that industry. Thus the pastoralists are
entirely at the mercy of the Commissioner
of Taxation, whoever hie may be.

Hon. J. Scaddan : Is not that absurd?
The pastoralists are in the sme position
as other taxpayers. All taxpayers must
comply with a definite date.

Mr. B3UTCHER : I am perfectly well
aware of that, and I want an alteration
made so that taxpayers wvill not be entirely
beholden to the Commissioner of Taxation
as regards the date on which they must
make tip returns, or send them in. If the
leader of the Opposition knew anything
about the pastoral industry hoe would
knowv how utterly impossible it is to make
returns at the end of June. There is
absolute need for an amendment enabling
pastoralists; to send in their returns from
December to December.

The Premier ;Will you see the Commirs-
sioner of Taxation on the matter ? You
can have an amendment drafted for another
place.

Air. BUTCHER :Will the Premier be
prepared to accept an amendment in that
direction?

The Premier : I shall be prepared to
consider it.

Mr. BUTCHER: Then I shall ho per-
fectly satisfied. It is quite out of the ques-
tion for pastoraliets to make up their

returns from June to June in anything like
accurate form, and at present the 'y are
entirely dependent on tho goodwill of the
Commissioner as to whether their returns
are accepted or not. There is no satisfac-
tion in such a position. However, with
that assunce of the Premier I am satisfied.

Hon. J1. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[11 -54]: 1 hope the Premier is not giving
anyv final decision.

The Premier : I say I will consider the
matter.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : The hen. member
(Mr. Butcher) is apparently of the opinion
that he has a definite assurance. I trust
the Premier will not decide the matter
without giving it consideration. The sug-
gestion seems to me objectionable. Surely
it would be wvrong to permnit any particular
section of taxpayers to make returns on
another date than that specified by the
Act.

Mr. Butcher: The pastoralists have to
do it now.

Hon. J. SCADI)AN_, The lion. member
will admit that there are other taxpayers,
besides pastoralists, who experience the
same difficulty. These others mnay not be
so large a body, and may not contribute so
much to the revenue, as the pastoralists.
For that matter, everybody has difficulty,
one Wvay or another, in making up returnis
as on the date specified by the Act. But
I have never yet heard of an Income Tax
Act which left it to the taxpayer to fix the
date for making up his return.

Mr. Butcher 1 mean, a definite date.
Hon. J. SCADDAN: One definite date

must be fixed for all taxpayers. If the date
under this Bill is not convenient to the
pastoralists. then, if the hion, member will
suggest a date which wvould be convenient
to them, and not inconvenient to othler
taxpayers, that date could be accepted.
The heon, member has not supported his
request with any reasons, though of course
he may do so in Committee. I hope the
Premier, before giving any assurance, will
recognise that the suggestion represents
a departure from the recognised principle
that all returns shall be made on one
specified date. On consultation with the
Commissioner of Taxation the Premier
will, I think, find that any provision of the
kind suggested by the member for Roe,
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bourne would establish a dangerous pre-
cedenat.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

React a third time, and transmitted to
the Council.

AS TO DISCHARUE OF ORDERS.

Hon. J. SCADDAX (Brown Hill-Ivanhoei)
[11-59): Before the Premnier moves the
adjournment Of the House, I wish to ask
him whether hie proposes to discharge Orders
of the Day No. 16 and No. 17, the Workers'
Homes Act Amendment Bill and the
Special Lease (Stirling Estate) Bill?

The Premier: The latter, decidedly not.
Hon. J. SCADDAN: If the Premier does

not propose to do that, hie will be taking a
very unfair advantage of the House. He
has had the Special Lease Enabling Bill,
Order of the Day No. 9, discharged ; and
that was a measure about which the Minister
for Works made a good deal of noise,
saying that it was urgently needed to give
an opporturnty for opening up the Lake
Clifton lime deposits.

The Premier: This refers to Nelson Loca-
tion. The Lake Clifton Bill became law
before Christmas.

Hon. J. SCAfUAN: The Workers'
Homes Act Amendment Bill, I think, might
be discharged.

The Premier : I will consider that.

MOTIONS WITHDRAWN.
Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown HiU.I1vanhoe)

(11*58]: 1 desire permission to withdraw
the motionst standing in my mne and
appearing on the Notice Paper as Nos.
16 and 17 (files and papers mn connec-
tion with the probate of the will of Miss
Catherine Hayes ; paperst and files in con-
nection with the retirement of Mr. E. B.
Johnston from the public service) ; and on
behalf of the lion, member for Kanowna,
(Hon. T. Walker) the motion standing i .n
his name and appearing as No. 18, (that Mr.
Speaker. Mr. E. B. Johnston, does not

possess the confidence of the House) ;and
also on behalf of the mnember for 'tt. Mar-
garet (Mr. Taylor) the motion standing in
his name and appearing on the Notice Paper
as No. 20 (to rescind resolution of the House
contained in paragraph 3 of Votes and Pro-
ceedings of 13th February.). I should also
like permission to '.dtldraw the motion
standing in my mne on the Notice Paper
and wh ich was sot down for Tuesday next
(that Mr. ED. B. Johnston be removed from
the position of Speaker).

The ])EPUTY SPEARER: I will in-
struct the Clerk to remove those motions
from the Notice Paper.

House adjourned ait 12 Mfidnight.

lcOilative Council,
7Iittesday, 61h Mlarch, 1917.
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Tile ]PHESII)ENT look the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read praYers.

l3ETITIrON-EARLY CLOSING ACT
AMEINDIIEN'r BILL.

lion. J1. DUFFELL presented it petition
from 58 master hairdressers asking thlat the
Early Closing Act Amendment Bill be not
Ias-ed.

l'elil itn received and read, arnd ordlered to
be taken into consideration during the Coal-
mmittt'e stage of thle Bill.
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